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ersity of Alberta students will 
im to campus next fall paying at 
5,75 per cent more for their edu- 
on, thanks to the decision made by 
Board of Governors on Friday. 

he board voted unanimously in 
ur of implementing the maximum 
ion increase allowed by the provin- 
government for the 2005/06 aca- 
nic year. They also passed a motion 
a differential fee increase of 31.67 
cent for future international stu- 
ts wishing to attend the U of A. 
though the decision came as no 
prise, Students’ Union President 
dan Blatz nevertheless received it 
ha heavy heart. 

his is a frustrating day for stu- 
because for the 24th year in 
ow we are facing an increase in 
fon,” explained Blatz. 

Students are finding it harder 
harder to be able to study [at the 
of A]. We see more and more stu- 
going into debt and getting 
jost full-time jobs to try and pay 
their education,” he said. 

fhe decision to increase tuition 
s made in an attempt to minimize 


U disappointed with 
creased int | tuition 


a deficit in the University’s operat- 
ing budget. Blatz explained that the 
provincial government’s funding 
paired with current tuition prices fails 
to cover the institution’s operating 
budget for the upcoming year. 

“In 1981/82 for every $1 a stu- 
dent paid in tuition, the government 
matched with $10.40; now that ratio 
has decreased to $1 being matched 
with $2.18 from the government,” 
Blatz explained. 

Despite the tuition increases, the SU 
made some progress a few weeks ago 
when they successfully convinced the 
University not to force current inter- 
national students to pay the increased 
differential fee, grandfathering them 
for the remainder of their time at the 
UofA. 

“When we first heard about this in 
November, I held my meeting with 
international students and I heard 
how afraid this proposal made them,” 
Blatz said 

“The concern was that they thought 
they knew what to expect when they 
got here, and such a large unexpected 
increase is not fair—they simply can’t 
find the money to deal with it,” he 
added. 


PLEASE SEE SU + PAGE 4 


MATT FREHNER 
FRUSTRATED SU President Jordan Blatz expressed concern that tuition was raised for the 24th year ina row. 
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Board of Govenors votes to increase int'l tuition 


ADMIN + CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Amrhein further justified the 
decision to raise new international 
undergraduate students’ tuition from 
$11 661 per year to $15 354 per year 
by highlighting the trickle-down 
effect that extra revenue would gener- 
ate throughout the University. 

“The international money is shared. 
Part of it does go directly to Student 
Services, part of it does go directly to 
a bursary program [and] an important 


part of it goes directly to the deans of 
the faculties,” said Amrhein: 

“They deploy this money again 
as yet another source of revenue 
to maintain their core academic 
programming.” 

Amrhein, along with Vice-President 
(Finance and Administration) Phyllis 
Clark, also highlighted the financial 
pressures the University is currently 
under. 

During their joint presentation to 


the University of Alberta Board of 
Governors, they drew attention to the 
University’s increasing operating costs 
as well as a lack of sufficient funding 
from the provincial government. 

“Government investment is drop- 
ping on a per-capita basis with stu- 
dents in the institution, and the core 
budget is still in deficit and the oper- 
ating budget is in a deficit position,” 
Clark emphasized. 

In fact, back in 1981/82, provincial- 


government support stood at $10.4) 
per $1 of student tuition compared 
to a mere $2.21 of support per $1 & 
student tuition today, while the J g 
A currently sits at a budget deficit ¢ 
$4 million dollars. 

“I think everyone has to foo, 
on making the March [provincial 
budget the solution, and we cq, 
have a party this time next yea 
rather [than having to raise tuition], 


_Amrhein said. 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Campiled by Chloé Fedio 
(news @gateway.ualberta.ca) 


HAIRSPRAY COCKTAILS IN THE 
STAIRWELLS 
At roughly 6pm on Tuesday, 11 January, 
Campus 5-0 received a report of two 
men passed out in a HUB Mall stairwell. 
EMS arrived on the scene and one of 
the men was revived. The other man 
seemed to have consumed a bottle of 
hairspray along with some medications, 
and was transported to University of 
Alberta Hospital Emergency. 

The first man was issued a sum- 
mons for trespassing and escorted off 


campus. Neither were affiliated with the 
University. 


WHERE’S THE PARTY AT? 

At about 3am on Thursday, 13 January, 
while on routine patrol in Michener 
Park, Campus 5-0 saw a man stumbling 
and appearing lost near 51st Avenue 
and 122nd Street. The man seemed 
intoxicated and was looking for Whyte 
Avenue. 

He denied having been in an alterca- 
tion, though he appeared to be injured. 
The man had signs of frostbite on his 
face and hands but refused medical 
treatment and was transported to 
Whyte Avenue, for some reason. 


DRUNK AND DISORDERLY 

Safewalk réportedan intoxicated male loi- 
tering in the Jubilee parking lot on Friday, 
14 January at about 9:30pm. Campus 


Security eventually located the man near 
the LRT station and he was arrested for 
public intoxication. The man was not 
affiliated with the University and was 
found to have several outstanding war- 
rants. He was later turned over to EPS. 


DRUNK AND DISORDERLY, THE SAGA 
CONTINUES 

At about 10pm on Friday, 14 January, a 
male who was not affiliated with the 


University was found passed out in the ° 


Civil Engineering Building. The drunken 
man was identified and found to have 
several outstanding warrants. He was 
arrested for public intoxication and 
turned over to EPS. 


TRESPASSING CRIMINALS DRAWN TO 
CAMPUS 

At around 10pm on Saturday, 15 January, 
Campus Security observed two suspi- 


cious males loitering in SUB. Both males 
were found to have extensive criming 
histories, and one had been previous 
charged with trespassing and issued ; 
summons. EPS was called for assistance 


SUSPECT ELUDES AIR ONE 

In. the wee hours of the morning 0 
Sunday, 16 January, a male suspect wa 
seen breaking into a parking metre neg 
Corbett Hall. 

5-0 arrived at the scene of the crimd 
as the suspect fled into the hospit 
parkade. EPS, including the helicopte 
Air One, assisted in the search but th 
suspect eluded capture. 


SMASHY SMASHY 

On both 11 and 13 January, there wed 
two incidents of smashed parking metre 
at various campus parking lots. No ass 
iant was found. 


‘s== Almeera Nathoo 
Education || 


| don't think that they should be. sepa- 
rated [from Canada]. | just think that 
they've always been a part of Canada 
and that they should be happy that 
they're a part of Canada. They're just 
being selfish. 


STREETERS 


Gilles Duceppe, the leader of the Bloc Québécois, lectured on campus last Wednesday to promote 
Québecs separation from Canada. 


What do you think Québec should do? 


Jeffrey Olynek 
Fine Arts | 


| think [separation] is a pretty bad idea. 
They're a part of Canada. | think they’re 
just trying to seek all the good stuff but 
be arrogant [at the same time]. 


Chelsea 
McFadeen 
Film Studies || 


| can’t really say because I’m not from 
Québec and I’m not francophone so 
| couldn't understand how they feel. | 
don’t think that anyone in particular is 
smothering their culture. [But] if they 
feel that way then they should have the 


right to separate. 


Compiled and photographed by Natalie Climenhaga and Chloé Fedio 


Coors Light & Scholar's Pub 
are giving away 


Come in and win on 
Wednesday, January 19 


& Wednesday, January 26 | 


Michael Szav 
Ko al 
Sciencé 


Coming to Alberta to argue about [sep 
ration] isn’t very productive at all! | thi 
he should be trying to build Canada 
one nation instead of separating it in 
two. 


—— £0 2 Gril — 
y 11113 87 Ave : 
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$7.50 JUGS OF BEER EVERY DAY 11AM-9PM, MONDAYS 11AM-CLOSE 
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long lingering pauses break up 
lewis H Lapham’s speech, as he 
thinks out loud. 

“I am now talking slowly,” he 
chuckles. ; 

“That just won't work on television. 
.. People can’t have a discussion over 
time on television with pauses. You 
learn much more just by watching C- 
SPAN, because people are allowed to 
drone on,” he laughs again. 

“But [on C-SPAN] you do get a 
sense eventually of what is being 
said and how it is being said. But 
{network television] is an unsuccess- 
ful format, at least the way it’s been 
used, because it has been turned into 
entertainment rather than a search- 
ing out of the truth, as it were.” 

These criticisms are not new words 
fom Lapham, editor of Harper's 
Magazine, an American journal of 
literature, politics, culture, and the 
arts in print since 1850. Regarded 
as alternative and a liberal “window 
on the world,” the magazine is well- 
known for Lapham’s monthly essay 
Notebook, a highly polished, often 
unrestrained critique of the United 
States government. 

Born to a very blue-blooded 
American family, Lapham was edu- 
cated first at Yale and then Cambridge 
University, driven by a zest for writ- 
ing and history, and inspired by 
many prominent figures, especially 
his grandfather, the mayor of San 
Francisco during the founding of 
the United Nations. 


“60 Minutes is an 
artificial construct. 


The news is a story, 
really, and it’s the best 
story that can be told 
in the time available 
or the space available. 
And it’s sculpture in 
snow. And to pretend 
that it is somehow 

the truth is a joke, 
and the audiences are 
becoming aware of 
that.” 


LEWIS H LAPHAM, 
EDITOR OF HARPER’S MAGAZINE 


“He was a politician in the best 
sense ... and he was also extremely 
open to people. He never had his 
“Phone unlisted, he was never driv- 
ing around in motorcades,” Lapham 
| Teflects, 
| “He had a sense of the com- 
'Monwealth, that democracy was a 
Mutual enterprise in which we were 
all involved no matter what our age, 
weight, or race, or sexual orientation 
and to watch him operate was, 
Ithought, a very inspiring experi- 
fnce. ... That is where my idealism 
and optimism comes from.” 

But Lapham rubbed _ shoulders 
With many more people than his 
§randfather growing up. He recalls 
‘that while at Yale his idea of a good 


Quest for the truthinthe — 
media ‘is a joke, says Lapham 


Lewis Lapham, editor of Harpers Magazine, will be speaking on 
91 January about the stifling of dissent and the suppression of democracy 


COURTESY OF THE LAVIN AGENCY 


CHALLENGING THE TRUTH Lewis Lapham comments on the state of news. 


weekend was traveling to New York 
to see the latest play by Tennessee 
Williams or Arthur Miller or stop- 
ping in for a visit with authors such 
as WH Auden or ee cummings, 
because they were “fun to be 
around.” 

“It was easier to meet those people 
in those days,” he explains. “We 
didn’t yet have the celebrity culture 
that we have now, and there weren't 
so many people that wanted to be 
writers or painters or rock musicians 
... SO you tended to meet people who 
had genuine talent.” 

With people like this to guide him 
along the way, Lapham found him- 
self in journalism school looking to 
discover how the world worked. He 
worked on contract for Harper's, the 
Saturday Evening Post and Life for 
several years until he essentially fell 
into an editor position at Harper's in 
1971 because of a “changing of the 
guard.” But despite his title, which 
became editor in 1976, Lapham 
maintains he always looks at an arti- 
cle from the writer's point of view: 

“Tm trying to find out what's in 
the author's head and what excites 
the author, what interests the author, 
what the author knows about and 
whether or not that’s a subject that 
might have a larger audience,” he 
says. 

It’s this constant curiosity——“con- 
tinuing education,” he calls it—that 
presses Lapham to prod the issues 
in ways daily media cannot. He 
describes Harper's as a magazine for 
contributors and an audience that 
has the courage of its own mind, 
observations and convictions. 

“I assume that the people who 
read the magazine have [these] cer- 
tain characteristics. ... They are not 
looking to the magazine to tell them 
who to vote for because they can 
come to that decision themselves, 
thank you very much,” he quips. 

But Lapham expresses concern 
that not enough people are read- 
ing publications or books that make 
them think for themselves. Instead, 
he suggests the university genera- 
tion has swayed heavily toward tele- 
vision, which he describes as an 
advertising tool for politics, as far as 
the news is concerned. He empha- 
sizes that the generation presently 
in university is the generation that 
has the power to make change, but 
if they continue to take their ideas 
from television programs like CNN’s 
recently cancelled Crossfire and 


magazines such as Time—products 
he describes as machine-written— 
ideas will certainly suffer. 

But his concern with the media 
drives deeper than just the end 
product that is released to the 
market. Lapham believes the ideas of 
objectivity and impartial truth that 
have infiltrated American media in 
at least the last 50 years are innately 
flawed. He noted as an example the 
recent firings at CBS to protect their 
claim of dealing in the truth, which 
he says they don’t deal in. 

“60 Minutes is an artificial con- 
struct. The news is a story, really, 
and it’s the best story that can be told 
in the time available or the space 
available. And it’s sculpture in snow. 
And to pretend that it is somehow 
the truth is a joke, and the audiences 
are becoming aware of that.” 

Yet despite all his criticisms, 
Lapham is known for his optimism, 
though he says that this does not lie 
in the government and its ability. 

“Governments tend to be well 
behind, sometimes 30 or 40 years 
behind the frontiers of thought. 
... [They] tend to be the enemies 
of freedom, of free expression, of 
the citizenry; all must be carefully 
watched, right?” he suggests. 

“T have a great deal of faith in indi- 
viduals. I don’t have much faith in 
governments and I’m not a nation- 
alist. In other words, I love America 
because of its freedoms and _ its 
people, not because of its armies and 
its fleets.” 

And it is this faith that inspires 
him to continue with his work. 
Lapham suffers no delusions. He 
knows that the likes of Harper's and 
other alternative media are read by 
a relatively small audience, and he 
recognizes that there is still a large 
population to reach before anything 
in the United States can be turned 
around. But he feels that magazines 
such as Harper's are reaching an 
influential if small audience, which 
will be instrumental to progressively 
developing American culture. 

“Tt’s a little drop at a time. They're 
immensely useful because they pres- 
ent alternative ways of thinking, and 
that doesn’t swing an election but it 
maybe reaches numbers of individu- 
als who will go on to come up with 
better questions and better ideas of 
their own.” 

Lewis H Lapham will be speaking 
at the Crown Plaza Chateau Lacombe 
on Friday, 21 January at 8pm. 


akeside Residential Girls Camp in Maine - Visas Arrange 
Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more 
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim, sail, canoe, water ski, arts 
(including stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, 
wilderness trips, field sports, equestrian. 
Service Workers: including openings for kitchen, laundry, housekeeping, secretaries, 
maintenance & grounds, and kitchen supervisor. 
Non-smokers. June 18 to August 25. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance. 
To Apply: Applications and photo gallery are available on our website: 
www.kippewa.com or contact us at the numbers listed below for a staff 
brochure. 
Kippewa, Box 340, Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A. 

tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167 


HOT NEWS TIP? 
STORY IDEA? 


492.7308 


OR 
NEWS@GATEWAY.UALBERTA.CA 
ANONYMOUS TIPS ACCEPTED 


GATEWAY NEWS Meetings Fridays at 3pm 


Alpha 


A chance to explore 

@ the meaning of life 

A 10 week introduction to the Christian faith 
& Register online @ www.alphacanada.org 
Three Campus Alpha courses are starting now: 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 
& Join us for a free introductory Alpha dinner 
at the Telus Center Dining Room: 
Monday, January 17 at 6:00 pm 


Donna: donna@churchon99.com 
Joe: walkerjj@ualberta.ca 


Contact 


Anglican Campus Ministry 


Make a difference to an Elementary 
or Junior High Student 


Study ‘Buddy — 


We need students who will 
tutor at least one hour a 
week, working with students 
on academics and self-esteem. 


| What's in it for you: 


¢ Work in your area of interest or expertise 


* Experience working with youth 
* Enhanced interpersonal communication skills 
* Pride from community involvement 


We're recruiting at the UofA! 


January 24 and 25 January 26 and 27 
Tory Marshall Atrium 


9:00 — 3:30 pm 


Education Cafeteria 
9:00 — 3:30 pm 


For further information contact: 


Barbara Cragg 
Phone: (780) 429-8194 


Marlee Maquire 
Phone: (780) 419-2677 


SB EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


KR EDMONTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 


NEWS 


4 


tuesday, 18 january, 2995 


Duceppe calls on French-Albertans to 
embrace their minority rights 


CHOLE FEDIO 
News Writer 


The rights of the French-speaking 
minority in Canada took centre stage 
last Wednesday, when the University 
of Alberta’s French faculty hosted a 
visit from Gilles Duceppe, leader of 
the Bloc Québécois. 

On his cross-Canada trip this 
January, Duceppe hopes to improve 
Québec’s relations with other 
Canadian provinces and on work on 
the development of French communi- 
ties outside of Québec. 

Speaking in French to a crowd 
at the Faculté Saint-Jean, Duceppe 
expressed is belief in the existence of 
a distinct nation of people in Québec, 
and he demanded the right to pursue 
freedom from Canada in the interests 
of Québec’s citizens. 

“T think we're preventing Canada 
from evolving, and Canada is pre- 
venting Québec from evolving. Why 
should we be scared of a quibble 
instead of considering each other as 
equals: two equal nations, two coun- 
tries that work together?” Duceppe 
asked a skeptical audience, which 
seemed to desire a united Canada. 

The Bloc Québécois has representa- 
tives exclusively in Québec and was 
created in 1990 to pursue the issue of 
the province’s sovereignty from the 
rest of Canada. 

The party led the 1995 referendum; 
which resulted in a 50.6 per cent vote 
against separation. 

Duceppe was accompanied by 
Stéphane Bergeron, a Bloc Québécois 
spokesperson and representative in 
the House of Commons, who also 


ha 


Be a Quitter. 


addressed the crowd on Wednesday. 

Students and members of the French 
community were eager to debate the 
issue of Québec’s sovereignty during 
the question period that followed 
Duceppe’s speech. 

“I don't believe that Québec is any 
better than the rest of Canada, nor is 
it any worse; it’s just different, and 
the national identity and culture of 
Québec exist in that context,” said 
Duceppe. 


“The rights of minority 
francophones and 
Acadians do not exist 
because of Québec. 
They exist because of 
people like you.” 


GILLES DUCEPPE, 
BLOC QUEBECOIS LEADER 


“Neighbours are able to agree on the 
colour of a fence, but when the neigh- 
bour comes to paint your bedroom 
there is a problem. That’s what's going 
on with Ottawa in Québec. We're get- 
ting lost in constitutional battles, one 
after the other, without resolving the 
problem,” he added. 

Many francophones in the crowd 
expressed anxiety with respect to 
their cultural rights, which they 
feared may be diminished if Québec 
seperates. 

Duceppe maintained that French- 
Canadians outside Québec should not 
fear the loss of their minority rights in 
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the face of a sovereign Québec. 

“The rights of minority franco- 
phones and Acadians do not exist 
because of Québec. They exist because 
of people like you,” said Duceppe. 

The Bloc Québécois has been 
encouraging the youth to get involved 
in politics. The party—as advocated 
by Bergeron—has even suggested 
lowering the voting age to 16. 

“At 16 years old there is an increased 
responsibility with the right to work 
and the paying of taxes that goes along 
with it. Within the principle of no tax- 
ation without representation, it would 
seem -proper that the young popula- 
tion be able to choose the representa- 
tives who determine the fruits of their 
labour,” said Bergeron. 

With voter apathy coming into 
play during election time, Bergeron 
suggested that one way to improve 
the democratic process could be to 
encourage youth to become politi- 
cally involved. 

“Studies show that the earlier 
a person adopts tendencies to be 
involved in politics, the more likely 
they are to stay involved in the voting 
process,” said Bergeron. 

Duceppe added that if sovereignty is 
to be achieved, it will be accomplished 
through the democratic process and 
that the rights of anglophones in the 
province would not be diminished in 
a sovereign Québec because of their 
historic involvement in the creation of 
the province's unique society. 

“The anglophones have created 
Québec with us just like you. The 
French-speaking minority have built 
Canada alongside the anglophones,” 
said Duceppe. 


SU blames provincial govt 
for tuition increase 


SU * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Blatz commended the level of 
involvement. that international stu- 
dents had in the process, and empha- 
sized that the administration's decision 
to grandfather current students was 
strongly influenced by their activism. 

“Tt was a shining example of students 
getting upset, getting concerned and 
getting involved. It helped the SU to get 
a positive result for students from the 
University administration,” he said. 


“In Canadas richest 
province we should 
have a postsecondary 
education system 
that’s affordable for 
every Albertan. If 
we're going to solve 
the tuition crisis, we 
need more money 
from the provincial 
government.” 


JORDAN BLATZ, 
SU PRESIDENT 


Vice-President (External) Alex 
Abboud also stressed the importance 
of student involvement to promote 
change. 

“Tt’s important for students to com- 
municate to the government through 
MLAs the issues that are important to 
them. Also, they need to talk to people 
in their community and get them to 
start communicating the same mes- 
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sage,’ he said. 

The “I Heart Alberta Education” 
campaign that was launched last year 
was one step that the SU took to try 
and raise awareness about Current 
postsecondary education issues oy, 
side of the University community, 

“This campaign has helped to Taise 
a lot of awareness and has caught on 
with a lot of people,” said Abboud. 

Both Blatz and Abboud urged sty. 
dents to remember that the key factor 
in alleviating financial strain from 
tuition increases is convincing the 
provincial government to invest more 
in Alberta’s postsecondary institu. 
tions. 

“Operating funding [from the goy. 
ernment] has disappeared, and the 
only other area which the University 
can raise money is through tuition; 
so they're forced to rely on tuition 
increases as a means of trying to meet 


the needs of the institution,” Abboud 
explained. 
Abboud is optimistic that the 


appointment of David Hancock as the 
new minister of Advanced Education 
may bring some change in the way 
that the government deals with 
education. 

“Giving advanced education its own 
portfolio recognizes its importance, 
that it needs to stand alone. I’m cav- 
tiously optimistic that this could be 
beneficial for us,” he said. 

“In Canada’s richest province we 
should have a postsecondary educe- 
tion system that’s affordable for every 
Albertan. If we're going to solve the 
tuition crisis, we need more money 
from the provincial government) 
added Blatz 


Looking for help quitting? Join our cessation program! 
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Happiness can't 
be measured by 
statistics 


THE SECRET TO HAPPINESS will not be televised — 
orfound in statistics. On Sunday, the Edmonton 
journal printed an article entitled, “Happiness comes 
with a price tag; $80 000 a year ought to do it.” It 
egan by presenting various figures from a Statistics 
Canada survey in 2003 and implies a direct correla- 
tion between increments of income and the likeli- 
hood of respondents being “very happy.” The author 
continues by saying that only 4.8 per cent of respon- 
dents who never attend church are very happy. He 
then brings in some new statistics from the National 
Bureau of Economic Research in the US to illustrate 
that, “.. the happiest people are those getting the most 
sex: married people. They reported 30 per cent more 
action than singles.” And somehow, “The economists 
calculated a lasting marriage provides as much happi- 
ness as an extra $100 000 a year.” The message I read 
from this article is, if you want to be happy, you need 
ogo to church, get married, and make lots of money. 
To me, there’s a lot of territory left unexplored and/or 
omitted. 

first, the meaning of “happy” or “very happy” 
cannot possibly be uniform for everyone. For one 
person, very happy could mean, “Although I work 

80 hours per week, I have four cars, a mansion, and 
can afford to pay for hookers regularly.” For another, 
very happy could mean, “I have enough food to eat, a 
loving family, and spare time for leisure.” Happiness 
is dependent on individual values. 

There are so many different factors to happiness. If 
basic needs are not met, people are probably less likely 
to be happy, as there is extra stress to survive and 

less opportunity/resources to change your situation. 
This would likely be more prevalent for respondents 
with the lowest income levels. Once basic needs are - 
satisfied, opportunities for happiness are equal, and 
assuch your level of happiness will depend on your 
values and attitude toward life. 

lalso have to question why the author has chosen 
to throw in statistics related to church attendance. 
Ifyou've ever gone to church, you may notice that 
most churchgoers are of similar socio-economic 
status, and in some cases ethnicity. In addition to the 
church-going statistics, the US statistics regarding sex 
and marriage are a curious combination of inserted 
“facts,” especially in a time when same-sex marriage 
inprevalent in the media. The correlation between 
sex and marriage made by the author may be rooted 
inthe dominant ideology surrounding traditional 
Yalues of religion and family. I found another survey 
done by Durex (2001), which indicates that couples 
living together have sex 146 times per year versus 
Married couples who only have sex 98 times per 

year. I suppose you can use statistics to demonstrate 
anything you want. 

In the end, though, it is fairly obvious that hap- 
piness is a malleable thing, and can never really be 
adequately measured, certainly not by something as 
equally malleable as statistics. Like most things, there 
isno secret to happiness—sadly, you're just going to 
have to figure it out for yourself. ; 


LEANNE FONG 


Okay, PRINCE HARRY dressing up as a Nazi was 
In poor taste; it was a dumbass move and it probably 
sent a bad message to the people of Europe and the 
World. That being said, the call by European Union 
Justice Commissioner Franco Frattini to ban Nazi 
symbols is equally as brainless. Implications of cen- 
Sorship aside, banning Nazi symbols only covers up 
the symptoms of racism while ignoring its causes and 
giving it a rebellious allure. 

Now I can see where the impulse for this ban 
Comes from. By denying racists a symbol, you stop 
them from rallying together. However, in the end, 
making racists change their shirts won't make them 
any less racist. It would be better to make them not 
Want to wear the symbol in the first place. 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Production Editor 


Don't ban the swastika 


/ compare the tsunami victims to Lois 


LETTERS 


_ Transformer blowjob 
_ didn't go far enough 


This letter is in response to Krysta 
McClennon’s letter to the Gateway 
on 11 January, “Transformer blowjob 
went too far,” concerning an edito- 
rial cartoon of Starscream sucking 
the metallic penis of Megatron. | will 
give her the benefit of the doubt 
and assume that she was not a fan of 
the excellent Transformers cartoon 


' asa child. Indeed, had she been, she 
; would have known that the blowjob 


in question was a legitimate story 
element from a plotline involving 


| Starscream’s attempted usurping 


| of Megatron’s commanding posi- 
| tionas head of the Decepticons. The 
| artist’s rendering of this scene was 
| fair, unbiased, and above all, loving. 
| The cartoon offers biting critique of 
| the oppressive hegemonic power 
| structures of modern institutional- 
| ized relationships with its obvious 
; symbolism. However, it also doubles 
| asa heartfelt plea from an advocate 
| of artificial intelligence to free our 


mechanized killing machines from 


| the fetters of asexual unlove. 


If Ms McClennon would have stun- 


|_ ning portrayals of humanity's every- 


where-in-chains nature removed 
from the Gateway, | would suggest 


| that there are a variety of reaction- 
' arynewsrags she can spoil outside of 


| the University. 
KYLE GILLIS 
Engineering i] 
Lois Hole deserves 


| our respect 


| was disappointed with the lack of 


/ respect that Martin Tutton showed 
| in his letter to the editor about Lois 
| Hole (“What's the big deal about Lois 
| Hole, anyway?” 11 January). How 


can someone be so negative about 


| aperson who did nothing but good 
| things, such as advocating research 
| for cancer by encouraging people 


to donate, and who represented all 


| that is good about Alberta? 


Yes, | realize there was a tsu- 


' nami and hundreds of thousands 


of people died, but that shouldn't 
take away from the fact that Lois 
Hole was a widely respected person 
and she deserves our respect even 
in death. | really don’t see her death 


| taking away from the coverage of 


the tsunami victims—they have 
received billions of dollars in aid. 


| Therefore, | don’t see how Lois Hole 


Photo Editor | 


can take anything away from them 


| in terms of media coverage and aid. 


In fact, | don’t think you can even 


| Hole, because they are two com- 
| pletely different events that have 
, affected people in vastly different 
' ways. Yes, maybe the positions she 
| held warranted no real power, but 
at least she represented Alberta and 
the University in a positive light. 


In closing, | would like to say 


| that Lois Hole was a wonderful 
| person who inspired those around 
| her, whether it be through some- 
| thing as simple as having a garden 
' or to donate to cancer research. 


Therefore, she deserves recogni- 
tion, and sorry to you, Mr Tutton, if 
you can't recognize this. 


PAULA THOMPSON 
Arts iit 


HOLE 
PASSES TO 
KWONG 


Dont vandalize 
Zoom Media ads 


Vandalizing and defacing our beau- 
tiful campus is disrespectful and 
wrong, and those who vandalize 
Zoom advertisements need to stop. 
For those who haven't noticed, 
Zoom advertisements in bathroom 
stalls are regularly attacked with 
permanent black markers or, as was 
the case in the first-floor business 
washroom, something resembling 
a crowbar. 

Defacing the buildings on 
campus, whether or not you're 
trying to attack corporations, 
sends the message that University 
of Alberta students are immature, 
irresponsible and violent. At a time 
when reading rooms are closing and 
the English department is slashing 
first-year courses due to financial 
shortcomings, destroying the prop- 
erty of those companies who invest 
in the University isn’t just wrong, it’s 
short-sighted. 

These individuals have taken 
the most extreme possible action 
to a problem that doesn’t need 
an extreme solution. Get the ads 
removed by contacting the SU 
Executive, your faculty council- 
ors, the administration, or Zoom 
directly. Show up for meetings and 
write letters to the Gateway, but 
you don't need to break stuff. 

lagree Zoom advertisements are 
incredibly invasive. | feel there is a 
strong case for them to be removed. 
But the methods used by these van- 
dals are mistaken and myopic. 

No, | don’t work for Zoom; | just 
get pissed off when people vandal- 
ize Our campus. 


BRYCE KUSTRA 
Arts it 


Quit talking in lectures, 
you jerks 


It never ceases to amaze me how 
a group of supposedly intelligent 


Sah o5 


people can be so ignorant and 
inconsiderate. | am talking to all of 
you who can’t seem to sit through 
a lecture without carrying on a con- 
versation with the person beside 
you. 

Can't you people just shut up 
already? If you don’t want to hear 
what the professor is saying, that’s 
fine. Leave or, better yet, don't 
bother to show up at all. You aren't 
in high school anymore; the profs 
don’t give a damn whether you 
show up or not. As | have taken the 
time to show up to class, | would 
rather listen to what the professor 
has to say than a steady drone of 
conversation. Show alittle consider- 
ation for your fellow students. | have 
paid just as much as you have to be 
here, so | have the right to listen to 
what is going on in my lectures, and 
| don’t mean what your plans are for 
the weekend. 

Oh, and another thing: is it neces- 
sary to push your way into a class- 
room when 200 other people are 
trying to get out and make it to 
class on time? In case you haven't 
realized, you're already where you 
need to be. The rest of us have ten 
minutes to get across campus and 


~ hopefully make it to our next class 


on time. You don’t need to sit in the 
classroom for ten minutes before 
the lecture begins, and to the best 
of my knowledge, none of the pro- 
fessors hand out bonus marks for 
showing up early. 

If everyone could show a little 
more courtesy and use some 
commonsense, youjust might make 
life easier for everyone involved. 


COLLINE PETRYSHEN 


Engineering | 


Rutgers University is not 


a ‘laughingstock’ 


Regarding Paul Owen's article, “Lack 
of a playoff hurts NCAA football” 
(13 January): | did not go to Rutgers, 
but | do live in New Jersey and not all 
of us talk, walk and whack like Tony 


Soprano. We are real people here 
too and prefer to see you write an 
article that supports what Rutgers 
Football is doing to grow its football 
program. It’s not appropriate that 
you tell the public in your article 
that Rutgers and Duke are “laugh- 
ingstock” football programs. Duke 
is not a laughingstock in basketball, 
nor is Rutgers in the women’s bas- 
ketball program. 

The focus of your article on why 
no playoff in college football is well 
taken, and unfortunately you or | 
don’t control the universities. | do 
wish you-well—but please be more 
supportive of Rutgers, as they con- 
tinue to show much improvement 
compared to where they were 
before Greg Schiano became head 
coach. 

Did you read that Terry Shea, the 
former coach, got released from the 
Chicago Bears this week? He was 
their offensive coordinator. If you 
look at where Mr Shea left Rutgers 
Football-and where we are today 
under coach Greg Schiano, we are 
definitively on the upswing and 
almost to the point where the team 
will have its breakout year this year 
or next, just by the numbers. You 
do the math. Maybe | can challenge 
you to write a positive story about 
what is going on in Piscataway, NJ. 


BOB VALLUZZO 
Piscataway, New Jersey 


Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building, or e-mailed 
to opinion@gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right to 
edit letters for length and clarity, and 
to refuse publication of any letter it 
deems racist, sexist, libelous, or other- 
wise hateful in nature. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the name, student identifica- 
tion number, program, and year of 
study of the author, to be considered 
for publication. Anonymous letters 
will not be considered for publication, 
‘so dont even try it. 
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Adoption could save a life—like mine 


Abortion is never the only option in an unwanted or unplanned pregnancy 


Nineteen years ago, 14-year-old 
Mishelle Elliot made a mistake that 
changed her life. She and her boy- 
friend were fooling around, and, as 
is often the case, one thing led to 
another. Maybe they didn’t have a 
condom, or maybe what they used 
broke, but Mishelle soon found 
herself responsible for an extra life 
growing inside her. Mishelle cried 
when she discovered it, afraid of 
what her family and her boyfriend 
would think and do. 

When Mishelle’s parents found 
out, they wanted nothing to do with 
her. They couldn't afford another 
financial burden on their family, 
and they were disappointed in their 
Catholic girl going against her faith. 
While her mother eventually helped 
her through her pregnancy, Mishelle 
was, for the most part, left to deal 
with the consequences of her actions 
on her own. 

Her boyfriend told her to get an 
abortion. When he was asked if he 
was the father, he would respond, 
“Yeah, me and ten other guys.” The 
boy, and he was merely a boy of 16, 
had promised to help with the preg- 
nancy, but never did. 

Mishelle, like all other girls and 
women facing unwanted pregnancies, 
had another option: she could give her 
child up for adoption. There. are wait- 
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ing lists for families wanting to adopt 
healthy infants, but there are very few 
of these infants given up, despite the 
number of unwanted pregnancies. In 
Alberta last year, only eight healthy 
infants were surrendered, while, 
according to Alberta Pro Life, there 
were 10 417 abortions in the province 
in 2000. 


There are waiting lists 
for families wanting to 
adopt healthy infants, 
but there are very 

few of these infants 
given up, despite the 
number of unwanted 
oe 


One of the main reasons for abort- 
ing a baby or giving it up for adoption 
is simply that it is not wanted, whether 
the parents are physically or financially 
unable to raise it or there's some other 
reason. In this case, abortion is simply 
an easy way out for an irresponsible 
couple who sees never giving birth as a 
preferable alternative to raising a child 
where one isn’t wanted. It’s seen as a 
way to both satisfy the birth parents 
and the unborn child by eliminating 
a lengthy and burdensome pregnancy 
and a poor home life. 

Adoption eliminates all these prob- 
lems. Parents on an adoption waiting 
list often have to wait for years to get 
a kid. They are screened to remove 
potentially harmful traits such as 
smoking, drug use or alcoholism, and 
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Board of Governors’ 
Award of Distinction 
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potential birth mothers can even des- 
ignate a religious preference. Adopted 
children are wanted by their adoptive 
parents, and need not worry about 
being born into a broken or harm- 
ful home life. Prospective adopters 
are approved because they have stable 
jobs and incomes as well as the basic 
necessities of life, and are fiscally able 
to sustain the addition of a baby. They 
have time to give a toddler the atten- 
tion it needs. An adopted child won't 
go hungry or get cold at night, and 
is not going to be ignored and left to 
grow up alone. 

Of course, there are other reasons 
for abortions—rape and incest, for 
example—and I’m not here to con- 
demn that choice, only to suggest a 
better one. In most cases, an adop- 
tion would serve the same purpose as 
an abortion to those giving up their 
child, but instead of ending that life 
before it begins, adoption gives the 
child a chance to live. I tend to think 
there are more good people than bad 
in the world, and a child brought up 
in the stable, loving, middle-class 
lifestyle typically provided by adop- 
tive families is probably going to 
grow into one of those good people. 
Abortion doesn’t allow for those 
kids to become what they could be. 
Yes, he or she may turn out to be a 
messed-up youth who walks into his 
or her school one day with automatic 
weapons blazing, but it is far more 
probable he or she would be a life- 
saving doctor. Mishelle Elliot saw the 
truth of this and made the decision to 
give her kid a life she couldn't have 
provided. 

If she hadn't, I wouldn't be here to 
tell you her story. 


Allah is clearly the one true God 


DAVID 
BERRY 


In the aftermath of the 26 December 
tsunami, one thing has become abun- 
dantly clear: Allah has spoken to us, 
and he has told us to worship him or 
face the consequences. 

Undoubtedly, many of you have 
already seen the satellite photo that 
features the Almighty’s name writ- 
ten across the crest of the wave in 
Arabic, but for some reason, many 
aren't swayed by such obvious displays. 
Luckily for them, Allah doesn’t simply 
stop at the less-than-subtle to convince 
us of his omnipotence—he has almost 
literally littered this entire horrific 
event with proofs of his divinity. 

Take, for instance, the timing of 
such an event, specifically the day: 26 
December. It is no mere coincidence 
that Allah chose the day after the 
Christian celebration of Christmas to 
send us a message. Of all the days he 
could have chosen, he knew this one 
would send the correct message to 
apostate Christians. 

This is to say nothing of the location 
of such an event. Allah knew quite well 
there would be many unbelievers—in 
the form of Christian Europeans, suchas 
the Swedes—vacationing in Southeast 
Asia during Christmastime, indulging 
in a multitude of sins, from wanton 
sexual acts to rampant drinking, and 
gave them a tsunami to warn them. It 
is also needless to point out that of the 
countries worst affected—Indonesia, 
Sri Lanka, India and Thailand—only 
the first is predominantly Muslim. 


Allah also sent a message to the Hindis 
and Buddhists who populate these 
countries. 

Really, though, it's surprising it has 
taken us this long to finally realize that 
Allah is the one true God, and that 
his divinity is revealed to us in the 
Holy Koran—history is quite full of 
examples of Allah smiting non-beliey. 
ers. For instance, the black plagues that 
raged through Christian Europe in the 
Middle Ages—often while they were 
involved in Holy Wars with Muslims, i 
should be pointed out—never affected 
Islamic nations in the same way. Or one 
could point to the fact that of the two 
World Wars that were fought in the 
20th century, neither involved promi- 
nent Muslim nations, and in terms of 
the numbers of dead, Muslims ranked 
near the lowest, per capita, of any reli. 
gious affiliation—infinitely lower than 
Christianity. 

One could even look at the war in 
Iraq as proof of Allah’s divinity. He 
sent the most powerful non-Muslim 
nation on Earth to rid the heart of the 
Islamic world of the secular, corrupt, 
false-Muslim leader Saddam Hussein, 
Then he mired the Christians down in 
a drawn-out, likely impossible-to-win 
guerilla war which is serving not only 
to drain them of resources and kill their 
youth, but also to divide them almost 
irrecoverably at home. And we needn't 
even discuss the significance of allow- 
ing the worst terrorist attack in the his- 
tory of the world on American soil. 

By this point, though, the evidences 
overwhelming. Even though the world 
evidently needed the horror of the tsu- 
nami to finally wake up, the writing 
has been on the wall, if not the wave, 
for some time now, and I for one hope 
that this time we're finally able to read 
it. After all, what other explanation 
could there possibly be? 
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What do I have to do to get decent pern? 


TIM 
PEPPIN 


J, because of my flagrant and offen- 
jvely judgmental nature and inad- 
equate personal hygiene, am a sad and 
Jonely individual. As such, I watch a lot 
of porno. 

Now porno, for the most part, is 
quite bad. Unless youre all anal-reten- 
tive prudes, Christians, Internet~ fearing 
luddites or some ungodly combination 
of the above, you most likely, at some 

int in your lives, have encountered 
some porno. I don't go so far as to claim 
that you've gone looking for it—you're 
not depraved and pathetic, after all— 
just that through the avenues of coin- 
cidence, happenstance and misfortune, 
you most likely have run across some. 
In which case it is also likely, given the 
trends which run across most pornos, 
that you will understand entirely what 
Im talking about. 

Most porno seems to have been cre- 
aed by and for males who have had 
their hearts, or more probably their 
childish sexual egos, damaged in some 
way by a female who was hopelessly 
out of their reach in the first place. 
Perhaps she had the audacity to find 
the unsolicited pawing of her genital 
region by an unfamiliar and drunken 
man repulsive. Perhaps she had the 
galling effrontery to not respond prop- 


erly to the appellatives “bitch” or “ho.” 
By means of passive retaliation against 
all such insufferably superior and dis- 
criminating harpies, female “actors” 
in “adult films” are subjected to a sur- 
prisingly inventive array of demeaning 
sexual positions, postures and phrases. 
The male porno watcher can thereby 
vicariously enact revenge upon the 
hateful female species, repaying them 
for what he perceives as unjustified 
rejections of his estimable self, while 
getting off to boot. 

Now the problem with all this, so far 
as I can tell, is that not that many aver- 
age guys have burning pent-up hatred 
and contempt for females. Nor do most 
seem to have fantasies of sexual mega- 
lomania, to say nothing of the portrayal 
of women as passive jizz-in-the-eye 
repositories. 

Compounding the strangeness bred 
by the persistent airing of an entire 
gender’s perceived insecurities are the 
injuries famously done in every porno 
to the arts of plot, dialogue, and cin- 
ematography. The porno industry, 
as I understand it, is quite lucrative. 
Recognized female porn stars, accord- 
ing to an unreliable Internet source 
which I have just Googled, can make 
over a million dollars each year. So 
surely to God if the producers make 
enough money to pay their prosti- 
tutes so handsomely, it is reasonable 
to expect that they could allocate a few 
dollars for a mediocre scriptwriter and 
some acting lessons. 

Most people, I should like to 
think, have at least a nominal appre- 
ciation for cause and effect, credible 


dialogue and passable camera work. 
Notwithstanding the very existence 
of Hollywood, I enjoy the fiction 
wherein this is indeed the case. So it 
is with dismay, not the hot-blooded 
passion that might be expected, that I 
watch porno whose plot consists of no 
more than a hairy, pot-bellied, poorly 
endowed troglodyte encountering a 
lusty vixen in an arbitrary one-prop set- 
ting, whose entire dialogue consists of 
little more than “Ooh,” “Yeah,” “Right 
there,” or “I’m here to fix the sink,” 
delivered in either a lifeless monotone 
or ear-splitting shrieks, and whose film 
quality and lighting consists of a hand- 
held low-grade camcorder and some 
open blinds. Anything which is to be 
arousing must be sufficiently convinc- 
ing. Unfortunately, most porno falls far 
short of this ideal. 

It has recently come to my attention 
that many females also watch porn. 
Intentionally, mind you. And that, for 
the most part, they are watching the 
same porno that I am. I can’t help but 
wonder what they must think of the 
servility, verbal abuse and obligatory 
money shots when even I, a callous and 
obtuse male, am frequently bothered. 

I think that it is high time for a revo- 
lution in the porno industry. I am not 
advocating the removal of Hugh Grant's 
pants, or anything so protracted and 
nausea inducing as an adapted Danielle 
Steele novel, just something that focuses 
a little less on dominance and abuse and 
a little more on mutual enjoyment and 
realism. Maybe this could be a project 
for the U of A’s drama department. I 
know I'd watch. 


Great job on same-sex meiaes Supreme Court 


ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI 


Ina nation such as Canada, where the 
Byzantine documents known as our 
Constitution can often provoke a crisis 
over the most mundane things, the 
balance between the authority of the 
judicial and legislative branches of our 
government is always tenuous at best. 
The handling of the same-sex -mar- 
lage issue by the federal government 
as if it were a live grenade—best left 
to the courts to defuse because of the 
Political problems it might cause— 
allowed fears of judicial activism and 
the destruction of the fragile balance 
between the two branches to surface. 

However, the robed wonders of the 
Supreme Court demonstrated their 
Superb tightrope-walking skills and 
f@me up with that most Canadian 
of responses—a compromise that 
acknowledges the place of Parliament 
and elected officials while reaffirming 
the role of the courts in the evolution 
of society, 

Of the four questions posed by the 
federal government, the first and the 
fourth flowed from the “cover your ass” 
school of governance and were meant 
only to provide political cover for the 
government than to have any real bear- 
ing on the judgment. The first question, 
asking whether the federal government 
of Canada had the power to change the 
definition of marriage, was effectively 
Met with an eye roll and a “We both 
know you do” from the court. 

Almost as useless as that question 
Was the fourth that the squeamish 
Paul Martin tacked on. It asked if 
the constitution required the law to 
be changed to allow same-sex mar- 
Mages. Here the court refused to play 


the political game Martin had set up 
and didn’t give any answer, pulling 
the fig leaf away from the Liberals’ 
attempt to make it seem like they were 
forced to change the law. If the court 
had chosen to give any form of answer 
to the extra question, cries of judicial 
activism and partisan politics would 
have become deafening. Instead, the 
court laudably stayed mute and let 
Martin wander about the political wil- 
derness—devoid of cover—leaving it 
up to Parliament to decide if change to 
the law is necessary. 

However, on the most impor- 
tant of the remaining questions, the 
Supreme Court stood strongly by the 
Constitution, the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, and the progressive nature 
of society. The court, when asked if the 
constitution would tolerate an interpre- 
tation of marriage that included same- 
sex couples, was straightforward and 
forceful in its response. 

Even though the Constitution didn’t 
take issues like this into consideration 
when it was drafted, it still applies to 
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these unforeseen questions. Or as the 
court put it, the constitution is “a living 
tree” which has grown and evolved 
over time to allow indignities such 
as restriction of women from being 
“persons” and the system of ethni- 
cally based immigration quotas to be 
overturned. These changes happened, 
even though the Constitution and the 
genteel fathers of this nation didn’t 
mention or see problems with these 
issues when they founded Canada. 
This response was a masterful piece 
of work by the Supreme Court. It 
stood solidly behind the principle that 
Parliament is ultimately responsible 
for making the decisions, and that the 
courts are responsible for reviewing 
these decisions through the stipula- 
tions of the documents that make up 
our constitution. By taking this stance, 
the court managed to skillfully defuse 
the grenade handed to them by the fed- 
eral government and maintain the pre- 
cious balance between our elected and 
unelected guardians over the specifics 
and interpretation of the Constitution. 
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Volunteer for.Gateway 
Opinion or we'll send a 
pissed-off Lego Knight guy 
to pillage your town and 
have his way with your 
women. 


KRISTINE 
OWRAM 


Due to budget constraints, the depart- 
ment of English has proposed cutting 
the six-credit requirement for all first- 
year students in half: This, according 
to department chair Dr Garrett Epp, 
will save the cost.of running 15 full- 
year courses and over $150 000 in 
» salaries for sessional instructors. 

Needless to say, English students and 
faculty alike are outraged by the pro- 
posal, blaming the University and the 
government in turn for not providing 
enough funding for the humanities, 
and accusing Dr Epp of not fighting 
| to promote the importance of his 
department. After all, they say, what 
_ could be more important to anyone's 
career than knowing how to properly 
analyze and communicate? There are 
no skills more indispensable, more 
essential, to an education than writing 
and a general knowledge of the great 
works of literature, past and present, 
according to them. 

I couldn't agree with their argu- 


inroom 
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ments more, but I must admit that I 
find these views of the English depart- 
ment more than a little ironic. After 
all, this is the same department that 
completely overhauled its course 
guide last year to offer a much more 
theory-based approach to the study 
of literature. Yep, nothing’s going to 
teath me how to communicate better 
than a course called “Textualities: 
Signs and Texts,” in which students 
will be introduced to “the structural 
study of sign-systems and discourses.” 
Take heart, though, for it will not be 
“an exercise in structuralism alone”! 
No, my friends, instead it will provide 
us with a “comprehensive historical 
review of the principles of semiotics 
and the analysis of discourses.” 

Or how about “The Literary 
Institution”? In this course, empha- 
sis will be placed on “a theoretical 
paradigm and/or debate that radi- 
cally transformed the scope and aim 


_ of literary analysis since the 1960s.” 


Students will get to read such riveting 
authors as Foucault, Derrida, Lyotard, 
Bourdieu, and LaCapra. 

I know what you're thinking: “Oh, 
come on. Every discipline offers courses 
in theory. This is no different than his- 
tory, political science, or philosophy.” 
Well, the difference is that these are 
200-level classes. You know, the ones 


English isnt really teaching English anyway 


students are supposed to take in their 
second, or sometimes even first, years? 

But don't get me wrong here. It's not 
that I don’t think some knowledge of 
postmodernist theories and methodol- 

ogies of literary criticism isn’t impor- 
tant to a student interested in Pursuing 
a career in the humanities. But that’s 
just it: it’s only important to someone 
interested in a career in the humani- 
ties, like an aspiring English profes. 
sor. Save it for the 400-level courses 
and the honours students. That way, 
if a student has a particular interest in 
Derrida for some reason, they have the 
option of studying him more. If not, 
they shouldn't have to, and they cer- 
tainly shouldn't have to when they're 
new to the program and don’t even 
know what the word “postmodern- 
ism” means. 

The English department thinks it’s 
just keeping up with the times by 
offering such a theory-based _pro- 
gram, but instead they're only scaring 
potential students away. When I con- 
sidered English as my minor, it was to 
become a better thinker and writer, 
and to learn a little something about 
literature along the way. Now I'll 
probably never take another English 
class again. After all, if I’d wanted 
a philosophy degree, I would haye 
gone into philosophy. 


AARON 
BRAATEN 


Man, it’s good to live in Alberta. The 
Republic of Oilberta is turning 100 
this year, and our government is 
doing something special to celebrate: 
giving every little rugrat born in 2005 
| and beyond a hefty $500 towards a 
Registered Education Savings Plan. 
It's called the Alberta Centennial 
Education Savings Plan and promises 
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to help little kids afford education 
after it inflates 400 per cent over the 
next 20 years. 

But there are other things we could 
spend the tar-sand pork barrel on: 
namely, subsidized Xbox purchases. 

On one hand, the ACESP is a great 
move because it devolves responsi- 
bility for educating youth to their 

parents. By the time I sire some 
progeny and rear them “in the way 
they should go,” as the Bible says, 
if they can’t afford school there will 
be nobody to blame but my own 
damn self. And when my kids pro- 
test paying $30 000 tuition, future 
Conservative governments can point 
to the existence of this plan as proof 
of my failure as a parent rather than 
the government's. 

On the other hand, another proj- 
ect offers to change the shape of 
Alberta’s economy. It’s called the 
Alberta Supernet, the government of 
Alberta’s initiative, together with Bell 
Canada, to deliver high-speed broad- 
band access to 422 small communities 
in Alberta by the end of 2005. Some 
might call broadband a “pipeline of 
porn” to small communities, but I call 
it the “Halo highway to heaven,” or 
something like that. 

The Supernet equalizes the cost 
structure of providing bandwidth 
regardless of population density, and 
creates the opportunity for Internet 
service providers to offer high-speed 
and/or wireless coverage in a rural 
area. However, some people I have 
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talked to from rural areas complain 


that while broadband might be avail- 
able in small communities, it still costs 
money to hook up farms in the sur- 
rounding area. 

Sure, the small town might have 
broadband in its schools, hospitals and 
government offices, but what about 
the farmers? 

Ican see it already. Little farm kids go 
to school and witness the capabilities of 
broadband Internet, and then go home 
and have to use dial-up because Mom 
and Dad don’t want to pay $600 or 
whatever to extend the hardware out to 
the farm. This is where the Xbox comes 
in. The $200 Xbox has the potential to 
drive demand for broadband because of 
a feature called Xbox live, which allows 
for live online interactive gaming inde- 
pendent of a PC. 

If the government wanted to get 
those little farm kids nagging Mom 
and Dad to hook them up to broad- 
band, the government should be sub- 
sidizing Xbox purchases in Alberta. As 
late as 14 January of this year, Bell was 
offering a special-edition blue Xbox 
at a savings of $130 with a Bell high- 
speed connection. If Bell is onto the 
trend, maybe the government should 
be too. 

From the rural-conservative stand- 


The following burlap beating goes out 
to our “friends” in the engineering 
department for the hideous horror 
that is Eng Week. 

Look, I'm sure you guys and gals in 
the University’s favourite deparment 
need at least a week to forget about 
the bitter, crushing depression of 
simultaneously failing seven seperate 
classes, plus labs, but really, do the rest 
of us have to suffer along with you? 
You already have the biggest section 
of campus, surely you don’t need to 
subject innocent passers by in Quad 
to chants of “Auggie, auggie auggie! 
Oy oy oy!” And by the way, what 
the hell does that have to do with 
engineering? 

But it doesn’t end with annoying 


The government should be buying us all Xboxes 


point, the little kids can’t access porn 
through their Xbox, so Mom and Dad 
would be all over that. The mini- 
farmers can stick it to Telus and talk 
to their buddies long distance over 
the Xbox headset for $80 a year, and 
engage in weekly ritualized violence 
that does not involve killing gophers, 
which should make the people at the 
Sierra Club very happy. We could even 
get the US military in on the action. 
Having a populace that is well trained 
in marksmanship and immune to 
violence is perfect in case we become 
the 51st state and the US ever wants to 
introduce the draft. 

While it is nice to have the govern- 
ment taking an interest in the future 
of postsecondary education, its focus 
should be on broadening the opportu- 
nities of kids in rural towns and their 
surrounding areas. Having access to 
broadband at school is okay, but gen- 
erating demand in the home is better. 
Even if the Xbox is a short-term solu- 
tion, it will likely increase broadband 
hookups all over Alberta, which 
should be the end-goal of a project of 
this magnitude. And even if I have to 
sacrifice my kid’s birthright, at least 
itll get the government to buy me an 
Xbox. 


chants—there are also the thousands 
of hilarious “pranks” you pull, like 
taking over the SU’s office when no 
one is in it. | know funny, and that is 
definitely it, let me tell you. 

Though even that would be forgiv- 
able if it wasn’t mixed with some out- 
right stupidity. Today | saw someone 
marching through SUB with a giant 
fake confederate flag. Call me a prude 
who doesn't like the subjugation of an 
entire race of people, but that seems 
alittle insensitive. 

For this disgusting display all of ye 
deserve to be tossed into a sack and 
beaten. And no chanting. 


DAVID BERRY 


The Burlap Sack is a semi-regular fea- 
ture where a person or group who 
needs to be put ina sack and beatenis 
ridiculed in print. No sack beatings are 
actually administered. 
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[ts about time to get over gay marriage 


RAMIN 
OSTAD 


This holiday season brought a lot of 
change to Canada. In seven prov- 
inces and even one territory, the 
legalization of same-sex marriage 
has been burning a hole through 
the side of every church, boiling the 
water at every baptism, and turning 
wine right back into the blood of 
Christ. The thumbs-up given by the 
Supreme Court is slowly silencing the 
prehistoric messages of discrimina- 
tion, patriarchy, and witch burnings 
spewed out by Christian extrem- 
ists and homophobes all over the 
country. 

In all honesty, I never thought this 
debate would get so huge. This is 
the first topic in 13 years that’s made 
Ralph Klein act like he actually cares 
about something—or maybe that’s 
just his adolescent hatred for Stephen 
Harper. Either way, Klein’s crusade 
may do nothing but isolate Alberta 
more then he already has, if that’s 
even possible. 

However, homosexuals shouldn't 
feel fully free from political sodomy 
just yet. There are still those who 
would try to deprive gays and les- 
bians of something that should 
obviously be their right. They see 
something seriously wrong with two 
people, who are no different from 
their detractors other then the fact 
that they are attracted to people with 
the same type of genitals, getting 


“There are still those who would try to deprive gays 
and lesbians of something that should obviously be 
their right. They see something seriously wrong with 
two people, who are no different from their detractors 
other then the fact that they are attracted to people 
with the same type of genitals, getting married.” 


married. They throw in contrived 
reasons, like the fear that children 
raised in these types of families will 
become confused and indoctrinated 
into homosexuality. They blame the 
spread of AIDS on gays—presum- 
ably because blaming it on black 
people has become too dated even 
for them—and even go so far as to 
say that if we allow homosexuals to 
marry, it will lead to the marriage of 
a man and his goat, or maybe even 
his right hand. 

But the people who really get me, 
the ones who make me both shud- 
der in disgust and piss myself with 
laughter every time I hear them try to 
argue their point are the homophobic 
Christians with the dogmatic diatribes 
they shower on gays and lesbians. Let 
me see if I understand this correctly: 
you say that the union of homosexuals 
should not be called marriage because 
in your religion marriage is defined as 
a union between a man and a woman? 
You also say that the union should not 
be allowed, because it goes against the 
shackles—oops, I mean beliefs—of 
your religion? 

So how about men and women who 
marry, but aren't religious? I never 
hear some  flaming-Bible-throw- 
ing preacher complaining about two 
heathens with different reproduc- 
tive organs uniting under the title of 
marriage. I can’t be the only one who 


sees that this line of thinking is enor- 
mously fallicious. 

Then again, this is the same logic 
that told people drowning ina lake that 
if they swam out, they’d be burned 
for being a witch. These are the same 
people who made black people slaves 
because they weren’t made in God’s 
image. These are the people who told 
women that they had no rights, that 
they were only fit for housework and 
were to do as they were told. So, if 
stay-at-home dads are called 21st-cen- 
tury men, I suppose the oppression of 
homosexuals makes them 21st-cen- 
tury women. 

Personally, I hope same-sex mar- 
riage becomes legal nationwide. Just 
because it makes me a little uncom- 
fortable doesn’t mean I have the right 
to tell someone how they should live. 
Just because they choose a different 
lifestyle than most people doesn’t 
mean they aren't allowed the same 
basic rights—and yes, marriage is a 
basic right. Just because you have this 
aching fear that you might be gay 
ever since you told your girlfriend to 
re-enact that scene from Road Trip 
doesn’t mean you have the right to 
picket someone's lifestyle. They are 
people, just like you. And until you 
can appreciate that fact, maybe your 
right hand is the only thing you 
should be interacting with in the first 
place. 


Quit using the handicap door 


JUSTIN 
ENNS 


It’s about time everyone knew the 
truth behind tuition hikes. 

Some think it has to do with the greed 
of the professorship. Well, contrary to 
popular belief Canadian instructors are 
not the rich, Harvard-ian, pipe-smok- 
ing profs we see on TV. Interestingly, 
your average arts instructor makes little 
more than a high-school teacher, which 
is a hell of a lot more than the students 
with arts degrees will make, but that’s 
beside the point. 

Some believe that tuition is rising 
because of all the new buildings going 
up. I don’t think any amount of tuition 
hike could cover a $40 million build- 
ing—except, maybe, $40 million 
divided by the number of students at 
the U of A, but that’s an exceedingly 
large number, and as such, quite incal- 
culable. No, those buildings are paid for 
by grants and sponsors and whatnot. 

Some believe it’s the inefficiency of 
the administration that has raised our 
tuition. In a way they are to blame, but 
in truth administration is just a patsy 
for the real culprits—lazy students. 

Let me explain: the purported main 
reason tuition goes up is because of 
heating costs. Obviously, heating costs 
are so high because doors to warm 
buildings are open for extended peri- 
ods of time. Doors to warm buildings 
are open for extended periods of time 
because lazy students no longer know 
how to open doors without pushing 
the handicap automatic door opener. 


Thus, by opening the handi-door—or 
a more politically correct version of 
said door—without having any sort of 
disability, you are causing the 20C air 
to escape to the —20C air. This, then, 
causes the heater to kick in, because 
there isn’t enough heat in the building 
to calm the nerves of the thermostat. 
Meanwhile, the once-happy 20C air 
has assimilated, not unlike the Borg, 
into more cold, uncaring air, thereby 
harming not only your pocketbook 
and those cozily studying indoors, 
but the poor, defenseless air. This, my 
friends, is worse than air pollution— 
it’s air abuse. 

Of course, there must be a level of 
compassion. When it is painfully cold, 
people would rather stay tensed than 
stretched, as bringing your arms away 
from your body makes you colder. 
The problem is, when you pull a door 
handle, you actually have to stretch out 
your arm. It is much more comfort- 
able to stay huddled and push a button 
with your hand close to your body. 
Not to mention the fact that if you 
have no gloves and are forced to touch 
the metal handle, it really exacerbates 
the pain your fingers are already feel- 
ing. This is, of course, because metal is 
such a good conductor that heat leaves 
your hand immediately. However, I’m 
afraid youre going to have to bear 
that pain. When it’s colder outside, 
heat escapes even faster, and when the 
handi-door is open for five seconds, 
buildings lose a lot of heat—so much, 
in fact, it’s quite incalculable. 

So please, for the love of warmth, 
use your might to open doors: we 
all pay as a result of your laziness. 
Handicap doors are like handicap 
parking: it might be more convenient 
to use them, but unless it’s necessary, 
it’s just plain wrong. 


HOLLY 
HIGGINS 


Thadn’t even left the airport parking 
lot on a recent trip to the States when 
Iwas faced head-on with a loud state- 
ment: GOD BLESS AMERICA. I felt a 
warm tingle of affection and a twinge 
ofAmerican patriotism. For about two 
minutes I felt the gleaming glow of 
goodwill and love. 

Then there was another billboard: 
God Bless America. Shortly after came 
abillboard for the marines, followed 
quickly by an equally impressive bill- 
board for the army reserve. Shifting 
focus to eye level, the cars zooming 
pasthad their own displays: American- 
flag stickers. Yellow ribbons with bold 
Stipt proclaiming, “SUPPORT OUR 
TROOPS!” Multiple bumper stickers 
anouncing, “I’m a proud American,” 
or “America: our homeland.” By the 
time I arrived at my destination, the 
warm glow from before had disin- 
grated into a burning coal in the 
bottom of my stomach. 

The logical conclusion was that 
money had been spent to endorse the 
War effort in Iraq. Fair. After all, this 
sa smart move on behalf of the gov- 
mment to remind its citizens of the 


importance of military assistance and - 


Support of the people in this particular 
international engagement. And this is 
‘nation whose very principles stem 
ftom freedom of speech—well, that 
ind the right to bear arms. 
Problematically, though, this trend 
‘ontinued in an enormous way. 
Surfing through the big cable net- 


works, channels are literally packed 
with advertisements to join the 
marines and the army. These televi- 
sion commercials feature beautiful 
young people climbing mountains, 
doing chin-ups, and working 
together as a team. But it doesn’t end 
there. The local news, the radio and 
the newspapers continually featured 
the war. Also routinely featured were 
“feel-good” stories about the war in 
Iraq: “Two local marines wed in a 
hurry before both shipped off to Iraq, 
hotel hosts wedding for free.” 


The pendulum swings 
in both directions, and 
it’s the job of the media 
to make sure that: 
correct and critical 
information is given for 
bothsides. =~ 


The local movie theatre had a 
banner up overtop of the entrance 
to the cinemas: “Support the war 
and God bless America!” I ordered 
pizza from a local pizzeria and the 
box arrived with the gigantic words, 
“AMERICA, LAND OF THE FREE, 
HOME OF THE BRAVE.” How won- 
derful: the greasy cheese oozing 
from my pizza telling me how damn 
freaking wonderful the country is. It 
seemed that the entire state of New 
Jersey had magically transformed into 
a gigantic advertisement for war. 

And really, does God only bless 
America? How about God bless 
Canada? Even better, how about this 
for a pizza-box slogan: God bless Iraq. 

Thave no feelings on this war. I don’t 


claim to be an expert in American 
foreign policy or wartime matters. In 
fact, this whole war mostly makes me 
feel numb inside. I have no abusive 
words for persons who have chosen 
to make a career out of military ser- 
vice. What I do have a problem with 
is the complete lack of opposition. 
The pendulum swings in both direc- 
tions, and-it’s the job of the media to 
make sure that correct and critical 
information ‘is given for both sides. 
If there were any kind of protests or 
revolts anywhere in New Jersey, they 


AMERICA 


weren't covered on the local news. 
An opposition may exist, but it has 
received little (or no) visible media 
coverage. It became my mad vaca- 
tion-time obsession to try to find at 
least one form of protest media, or at 
least a reason to hold onto the belief 
that another side exists. 

The media isn’t doing their job right 
ifonly one side of the war is being pre- 
sented to the American people. People 
cannot act in a critical manner and 
draw their own conclusions if they're 
being bombarded by pro-coalition 


Americans are only hearing one side of the story on the war in Iraq 
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propaganda. Very few, if any of us, can 
make informed and reasonable deci- 
sions about anything if we're not fully 
educated on the issue at hand. 

Thomas Jefferson, a founding father 
of the USA, is credited with saying, 
“Dissent is the highest form of patri- 
otism.” For a country that thrives 
on pride and glory, it seems to lack 
Jefferson’s oh-so-important form of 
patriotism. God will certainly have to 
bless us all if we're going to survive 
in a society where only one view is 
presented. 


SPORTS 


sports@gateway.ualberta.ca + tuesday, 18 january, 2005 


Hockey Bears suffer first home loss in four years 


ROSS PRUSAKOWSKI 
Sports Writer 


After four years of mauling opponents, the 
Golden Bears became teddy bears on home ice 
on Saturday night as the Saskatchewan Huskies 
plucked the stuffing out of Alberta in a 5-2 win. 

The win was some sweet redemption for the 
second-ranked Huskies, who lost 6—2 to the top- 
ranked Bears on Friday night after allowing five 
third-period goals, and hadn't beaten Alberta in 
14 consecutive games. 

“We had a bit of a meltdown in the third 
period last night, and if you throw out the melt- 
down we played five out of six periods very well 
on the road,” said Saskatchewan head coach Dave 
Adolph. “We've got eleven rookies that don’t 
know much about the Bear mystique, and I don’t 
apologize for that.” 

A lack of familiarity with the Bear ‘mystique 
benefited goaltender Cale Jordison on Saturday 
when he was thrust into the spotlight after the 
Huskies’ starting goalie, Thomas Vicars, went 
down with a suspected separated shoulder with 
8:11 left in the second period. Jordison, whose 
only other conference action this year was a 
game two and a half months ago, smothered the 
much-vaunted Bears offense, stopping 13 of 14 
shots he faced and only getting beaten while the 
Bears had a five-on-three powerplay. 

“I was a little nervous at first, but I had nothing 
to lose going in,” said Jordison. “I just had to play 
my game and hope that things would work out, 
and they did.” 

“He's a first-year engineer who's abso- 
lutely overwhelmed in school,” said Adolph of 
Jordison. “He hasn't got a lot of respect, even on 
our team, and he hasn’t played well in practice. 
But he was one of the top goalies in Junior A last 
year in western Canada, and I think he showed 
why after he came off the bench cold.” 

Saturday's game was the Bears’ first conference 
loss at Clare Drake Arena since 12 January, 2001, 
when they lost to the Huskies 4—2 in a game that 
was actually finished in Saskatoon after a power 


outage forced suspension of play in a game that 
began on 21 October, 2000 at Clare Drake. 
“They beat us in every aspect of the game. 
Whatever there is to out us [in], they outed us, 
and we should have been in the outhouse,” said 
Bears head coach Rob Daum. “It’s always easier 
to reach people after you lose, so it’s an oppor- 
tunity for us to do that. If you learn from it, it’s 
a great lesson and it’s a cheap lesson, and it’s a 


good time for us to get it.” 

Some review should be helpful for a Bears 
team that looked*flat and disinterested in the 
back half of the weekend series. The team put on 
a lifeless effort that lacked the scoring muscles 
they're known for—requiring a pair of five-on- 
three power plays to get onto the board—and 
committed some uncharacteristic turnovers, 
including one that led to the opening goal just 


JEFFREY GREENIAUS 
ROUGH GOING Things got rough for both sides this weekend as the Huskies and Golden Bears split two lopsided games at Clare Drake Arena. 


1:41 into the game. 

“We just try to come out and play every night 4 
and have a consistent work ethic and have a con- © 
sistent execution in our play, and we had none 
of that tonight,” said Daum. “We had no work 
ethic, we had no competitive drive and no pas- 
sion in our game, and when you don’t have that 
against.any team, let alone a good team, you're 
going to pay a price.” 


RT 


MAKING IT LOOK EASY Pandas libero Janna Konihowski (2) makes a bump against Saskatchewan. 


JEFFREY GREENIAUS 


Huskies prove no match for 


surging volleyball Pandas 


JAKE TROUGHTON 
Sports Editor 


Head coach Laurie Eisler saw a big difference in 
the play of the Pandas volleyball team between 
Friday and Saturday nights, but against the lowly 
Saskatchewan Huskies it didn’t seem to matter. 

While Saturday saw a definite improvement 
for the Pandas over Friday's match, after which 
Eisler complained of poor ball control by her 
team, there was only a minimal effect on the 
score sheet, as the Pandas (10-4) demolished the 
1-13 Huskies in two straight-set wins. 

Thefourth-rankedPandasdidn’tallowmorethan 
18 pointsin any of thesixsetsin theseries, winning 
25-18, 25-15 and 25-18 on Friday, and 25-17, 
25-11 and 25-12 on Saturday to extend their 
winning streak to six matches. They also moved 
into a three-way tie for second place in Canada 
West with third-ranked UBC and fifth-ranked 
Winnipeg, though both teams have two games 
in hand on the Pandas. 

Eisler insisted, though, that Friday's scores 
weren't indicative of the play of her team, whose 
attack percentage in the first set was a mere .133, 
rising to .292 by the end of the match. 

“I was disappointed by our start. It was one of 
those matches where we couldn't really measure 
our play by the score,” said Eisler. “It was by our 
execution, and it wasn’t that great in the first set. 

While she saw some good things on Friday, 
Eisler’s hoping that she’s seen the last of any erratic 
play as her team enters the playoff stretch run. 


Alberta thoroughly dominates in two straight-set sweeps 


“T think it got better as the match progressed, 
maybe faltered a little in the third, but we've got 
to bring a better level of play than that,” said 
Eisler. “We know what we can do when we have 
the ball, and no one can affect that. [When] we 
have the ball, we’re in control, and we didn't 
show great control over the ball [Friday].” 

Saturday seemed to be a different story, though. 
The Pandas’ attack percentage rose to .304, witha 
peak of .478 in the second set. Blocking and dig- 
ging numbers also went up, and Eisler seemed 
much happier with the team’s performance. 

“T think we were improved in almost every 
phase of the game,” she said. “That was nice to 
see, some controlled aggressive play, and that’s 
the kind of play we want to carry forward into 
the next few weeks here.” 

The Pandas are now on a six-match winning 
streak after losing four in a row to: UBC (10-2) 
and the top-ranked Calgary Dinos (14—0). They 
haven't lost a set during the streak, and have 
allowed 20 or more points in only two of the 
18 sets. But after a bye next weekend, things will 
get tougher again when the Dinos come to town 
for two rematches, and Eisler said the Pandas are 
ready for the challenge. 

“T think we were ready for them the day after 
we played them last time,” Eisler said. “We're in 
a good place right now and we really do want to 
be tested, and Calgary’s number one in the coun 
try and undefeated. We have a week off, so we 
have two weeks to just kind of zone in on this 
and get ready for them.” 


qeGATEWAY * volume XCIV number 27 


paul, OWEN 
sports Writer 
ee 


Tanya Hautala proved to be too much 
for the Pandas basketball team to 
handle last weekend in Calgary. The 
calgary Dinos’ fourth-year guard 
red in 39 points in a 72-70 Alberta 
victory Friday night, and came back to 
44d 25 more on Saturday to lead the 
pinos to a 60-57 win, snapping a five- 
ame winning streak for the Pandas. 
“She was our all-Canadian this 
weekend,” said Dinos head coach 
shawnee Harle. “She's just tough to 
gop. Her game is so well-rounded— 
offensively she’s got the total package, 
and you saw the steals she got for us 
the defensive end. Obviously she’s 
abig part of our team and our success 


The weekend split moved Alberta 
(7) into ninth place in Canada 
West, one game out of a playoff spot, 
and showcased the Pandas’ newfound 
resiliency and competitiveness after 
being winless in their first six confer- 
ence games. 

“It's just a young team maturing,” 
explained head coach Trix Baker. “With 
having seven [rookies], and a couple 
of my veterans hurt, we were really 


able to give these kids lots of quality 
game time [early in the season], so 
they have played lots of minutes. This 
is not unusual for them. Every game 
we played they had this kind of pres- 
sure to deal with and they're doing a 
great job. They're doing what we ask 
them to do.” 

Friday night marked the unranked 
Pandas’ fifth straight victory, and the 
third in a row over nationally-ranked 
competition, but it was Hautala who 
stole the show, with an impressive 
array of long and mid-range jump 
shots as well as fast-break lay-ups off 
her own steals, shooting 11-19 from 
the field and 15-17 from the free 
throw line. At one point she scored 15 
straight points for the seventh-ranked 
Dinos (6-6). 

“Tt was one of those games where I 
felt like everything I put up would go 
in. I was kind of unconscious, just in 
a-total state of mind where my mind 
was Closed and I could just shoot the 
ball,” Hautala said. 

“We showed a zone [defense] and 
then matched up, so whoever was on 
her side had to take her. I had to do ita 
few times and just tried to look at her 
face and not let her get the ball,” admit- 
ted Pandas guard Michelle Smith, who 


Hoops Pandas split series with Dinos 


drew the charge of stopping Hautala 
in the decisive possessions. 

Saturday looked to be a reversal 
of fortunes for the Pandas, who fell 
behind 10-3 early, but managed to 
tie the game at 23 at the half while 
holding Hautala to six points on 2-9 
shooting. 

“It’s disappointing. I don’t think we 
battled like we have been battling. It’s 
going to happen; Calgary was pretty 
fired up, but the first half was kind of 
‘Who wants to lose,” said Baker. 

Hautala caught fire in the second 
half, scoring 19 points on 8-11 shoot- 
ing. Alberta was down three on their 
final possession, but guard Kara 
Stevens, forward Carly McLennan and 
Smith missed a total of five three-point 
attempts to end the game. 

“We had six shots to tie it and send 
it to overtime and we didn’t get it 
done,” said Baker. “I've said all year 
we'll win games we should lose and 
lose games we should win. This was 
one I thought we didn’t deserve to 
win, but it was there for us to win, 
and we didn't. I told [the players] we 
weren't as focused mentally and that 
there were individuals who weren't as 
focused as they should be. That was 
our game to lose and we lost it.” 


eal Sides 


ANDREW RENFREE 
Sports Writer i 


The bitter cold of January in Canada 
drives bears into hibernation and hus- 
kies to hard work pulling sleds in the 
Arctic. However, the laws of nature 
seemed to be reversed, this weekend 
a the Saskatchewan Huskies men’s 
Volleyball team appeared to be sleep- 
ing and it was the Golden Bears who 
Were pulling their weight in two wins 
atthe Main Gym. : 

Alberta cruised through Friday's 
Match, winning sets one, two and 
four 25-14, 25-11, and 25-19 respec- 
tively, losing only the third set 25-21. 
“me one-sided outcome was surpris- 
lg given that this was a rematch of 
last year’s CIS final, which the Huskies 
Won, and featured the current first- 
and third-ranked teams (Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, respectively). Huskies 
head coach Brian Gavlas found errors 
Mevery facet of his team’s play. 

‘We were doing — everything 
Wrong and they were doing every- 

g right; it’s pretty apparent and 
‘lfexplanatory,” said a frustrated 


HITTHE FLOOR Golden Bears captain Aaron Schulha makes a dig during a win over the Saskatchewan Huskies. 


Volleyball Bears get revenge on Huskies 


Bears earn big sweep in first rematch of 2004 CIS gold medal match 


Gavlas. “We didn’t pass very well, and 
when we passed we didn’t set very 
well, and when we set we didn’t hit 
very well.” 

The Bears carried their momentum 
from Friday night into Saturday, as 
they won in three straight sets (29-27, 
25-23, and 25-23), but the sets were 
much closer and more what should be 
expected from two of the best teams 
in the country. Despite winning in 
straight sets, however, Bears head 
coach ‘Terry Danyluk was not pleased 
with his team’s performance and how 
close the sets were. 

“[Saturday] we looked really slug- 
gish,” Danyluk said. “I’m not sure 
why, but that happens sometimes. 
Saskatchewan played better, but I 
don’t think we played with any emo- 
tion today at all. That to me was the 
big difference, whereas [Friday] it was 
the first time we played [the Huskies] 
since nationals last year and guys were 
pretty pumped up.” 

Danyluk had to pause for a few sec- 
onds to think of his team’s best aspect 
on Saturday. 

“That's a hard one. I'm not going 


IRIS TSE 


to say that anything was best for us 
tonight, and I thought we were just 
marginal everywhere.” 

Gavlas was also obviously dis- 
pleased, but said the weekend was 
a learning experience for his team, 
which lost five of its starting players 
in the off-season, and suggested that 
winning a set and keeping close in 
several others against the best team in 
the country was a positive sign. 

“Hopefully we've regrouped from 
[these matches] and realized, ‘Hey, 
we can play at this level.’ We can play 
with anybody and we should be play- 
ing with anybody,” said Gavlas. But he 
admitted that “we've got a lot of work 
to do.” 

This weekend was likely not the 
final chapter of the year in the Bears’ 


and Huskies’ rivalry, as the teams ° 


could very likely meet in the Canada 
West or CIS finals this year. 

“For sure they'll be in the playoffs,” 
said Danyluk. “They're definitely big 
enough to play with us and [second- 
ranked] Trinity Western, so if they're 
on their game they're going to be 
dangerous.” 


LSAT MCAT 
GMAT GRE 


Preparation Seminars 


a Complete 30-Hour Seminars 

m Proven Test-Taking Strategies 

® Personalized Professional Instruction 
= Comprehensive Study: Materials 

@ Simulated Practice Exams 

™ Free Repeat Policy 

@ Personal Tutoring Available 

= Thousands of Satisfied Students 


ESL Teacher Training Courses 
@ Intensive 60-Hour Program 
@ Classroom Management Techniques 
® Detailed Lesson Planning 
@ Comprehensive Teaching Materials 
@ Internationally Recognized Certificate 
@ Job Guarantee Included 


Oxford Seminars ee 
a a E xror minars 
1-800-269-6719 Zip al eee 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
STUDENTS’ UNION ELECTIONS 


———— 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


Poll Clerks (100 needed) 

- Work part time on four voting days (March 9, 10, 23, 24) 
- Set up, supervise, and take down polling stations 

- Wage: $7.00 per hour 

- Application deadline: February 7, 2005 


Poll Captains (4 needed) 

- Work part time (as required) from Reading Week to 
March 24 

- Supervise candidates, enforce election regulations, assist 
Returning Officers and poll clerks on voting days 

- Wage: $8.00 per hour 

- Application deadline: January 31, 2005 


Application forms are available at the SU Information 


Booth in SUB and at 2-900 SUB. 


If you would like to review all Students’ Union job postings, they can be found at this website: 
wrrevcsnualberta.cafwork/aujobd 


BUY LOW 
- FLY HIGH 


The world's largest student travel 
company is now in Calgary! 


Great Student Airfares 
London $622 
Paris $639 
New York $458 
Miami $525 
San Francisco $252 
Mexico City $437 
Vancouver $202 


Beach Vacations 


Puerto Plata 
Mazatlan $698 
Costa Rica $1118 


ESZNTRAVEL | 


|www.statravel.ca | 


$898 


Subject to c ilability. Hotel accommodations are 
based on double occupancy. Taxes and other applicable fees 
are not included. Fares are roundtrip from Calgary. 


(800) 777.0112 


ange and a 


International Marketing 


Postgraduate 


Take your degree to a 
whole new level of success. 


In just two semesters, learn the marketing concepts 
and skills that drive successful and global business. 


Call 416-675-6622, ext. 3207 or email 
petermadott@humber.ca for further information. 
Apply for all Business School programs at the 
OCAS web site - www.ontariocolleges.ca 


Seating is Limited! 


APPLY NOW! 


() HUMBER 


The Business School 
www.business.humberc.on.ca 
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CLEARING THE BAR Alberta produced some promising results at the Golden Bear Open over the weekend. 


Strong results for track Bears and Pandas 


JAKE TROUGHTON 
Sports Editor 


The Golden Bears and Pandas track 
and field team saw some strong per- 
formances over the weekend at the 
Golden Bear Open in the Butterdome. 

Head coach Georgette Reed said she 
was “quite happy” about the results, 
which saw various Alberta athletes 
qualify for the CIS championships, 
which will be held from 10—12 March 
in Winnipeg. The Bears, who are tied 
for seventh in the current CIS top- 
ten ranking, and the Pandas, who are 
alone in fourth, also produced numer- 
ous personal-best results, which Reed 
was especially pleased to see at this 


early stage of the season. 

“This time of the year, looking at 
technical prowess, there’s still a lot of 
work to be done,” she said: “The fact 
that athletes are getting personal-best 
times and personal-best distances, 
and yet their technique is not where 
it should be at the moment, is really 
promising.” 

With their strong early-season per- 
formance, Alberta seems ready to 
improve on last season’s results, when 
the Pandas finished sixth at the CIS 
championships and the Bears finished 
eighth. 

“We're probably in a much better 
place than we were last year at this 
time, and it looks like we'll definitely 


have a much stronger Canada West 
team, and a team that will definitely 
challenge for the top four or five spots 
at CIS,” said Reed. 

A highlight of Alberta’s weekend 
was the 20-pound women’s weight 
throw, which saw Pandas Jenilee Way 
(17.42m) and Melissa These (16.73m) 
finish first and second, respectively. 

“They both broke the previous meet 
record, they both had personal bests, 
and they're way ahead of where they 
were this time last year,” said Reed. 

Other strong performers for Alberta 
included Neville Wright, who won the 
60m dash in 6.88s, and Sue Kupper, 
who placed second but beat the previ- 
ous meet record in the pole vault. 


SNC-LAVALIN ts THE Larcest 


ENGINEERING-CONSTRUCTION FIRM IN CANADA 
AND ONE OF THE TOP 10 IN THE WORLD 


APPLICATION FORMS 


ARE AVAILABLE AT: 


Faculty of Engineering 
E6-050 ETLC 
Tel.: 492-1385 


CHRIS O'LEARY 
Sports Writer 


The Golden Bears hoops squad suf- 
fered a big setback in Calgary this 
weekend as they were swept for the 
first time this season, losing 95-71 on 
Friday and 73-59 on Saturday to the 
Dinos. The pair of Dinos wins put 
Calgary on top of the Central Division 
in Canada West, and bumped the 
Bears into third place. 

The Bears and Dinos seemed like 
they were poised to have another 
classic showdown on Friday night, as 
the two teams traded leads and runs 
throughout the first half. However, 
in the closing minute of the half, 
third-year Dino point guard Josh Feist 
scored six points to give his team a 
52-47 halftime lead that they would 
not relinquish. 

While the Dinos came out aggressive 
in the second half, the Bears seemed to 
have left their intensity in the locker 
room. The Dinos continued to click 
offensively, with solid play inside 
and out behind guard Rick Brar’s 22 
points and post player Chris Wright's 
17 points and twelve rebounds. Bears 
guard Dean Whalen carried the offen- 
sive load in the second half, racking 
up 22 points including going 4~7 on 
three-point shots. Unfortunately it 
wasn't enough, as Whalen was unable 
to keep up with the Dinos’ productiv- 
ity and they raced away with a 24- 


point win. Whalen felt good about 
his personal performance, but noted a 
need for a more rounded effort for the 
team to get a win. z 

“It’s a problem with our team,” he 
said. “Different people show up on 
different nights. We don’t have much 
consistency and that’s hurting us a 
lot.” 

“I thought we were rolling in the 
first half; our starting lineup was com- 
petitive and defensively we were a lot 
tougher than the lines we had the rest 
of the game,” added Bears guard Mike 
Melnychuk, who was scoreless in only 
twelve minutes of play Friday night. 
“I wish I could have helped my team 
more, but you've got to sit back and let 
the coaches make the decisions.” 

Melnychuk came out focused on 
helping his team more in Saturday 
night's game, taking charge offen- 
sively early on the way to a team-high 
14 points and game-high eight assists. 
The Bears were denied the opportu- 
nity to gain any momentum, though, 
as they were plagued by foul trouble 
throughout the game, which kept 
most of their starters on the bench. 
With post players Phil Sudol and Scott 
Gordon picking up early fouls, centre 
Richard Bates was effective in 27 min- 

. utes on the court with nine points, 
ten rebounds and a game-high three 
blocks. 

Bates said that although having two 


Basketball Bears 
swept away by Dinos 


Disastrous weekend in Calgary leaves team with 
slim hopes of capturing Central Division crown 


of their top players in foul trouble ig 
never something the team wants, he 
tried to make a difference with the 
minutes he got. 

“You can’t go in for a minute and 
expect to work wonders,” he said, 
“You've got to get into the game and 
work, so it’s good for me when they 
get in foul trouble, but obviously not 
for the team.” 

Sudol, who fouled out of Saturday's 
contest in only eight minutes, wasn't 
able to make the impact that he’s been 
known to bring to his team. With 
his foul out and the foul trouble that 
Melnychuk, Bates and Tyson Jones ran 
into, it was fair to say that officiating 
hindered the team’s performance, but 
Sudol accepted his share of responsi- 
bility. 

“You can’t blame the refs for every- 
thing,” Sudol said. “In the first half our 
bench came out and played absolutely 
amazing and kept us in it. Personally, 
I know I was too jacked; I wanted to 
win too badly and I wasn’t poised 
enough. Then down the stretch with 
about five minutes left we started put 
ting up some desperation shots.” 


“You can’t blame the 
refs for everything, 
In the first half our 
bench came out and 
played absolutely 
amazing and kept 
us in it. Personally, I 
know I was too jacked; 
I wanted to win too 
badly and I wasn't 
poised enough.” 


BEARS POST PLAYER PHIL SUDOL 
ON SATURDAY’S FOUL TROUBLES 


Both sides recognized the signifi 
cance of the weekend sweep, and 
know that Calgary is currently in an 
excellent ‘position heading into the 
stretch run. 

“Tt was a big weekend. Anything 
can happen, obviously, but if Calgary 
keeps winning their games, they't 
going to get first place. It was def 
nitely a big weekend,” said Sudol. 

“This is a huge weekend for us and 
to take two [wins] offa great team ant 
a well-coached team is a big accom: 
plishment for our kids,” added Calgary 
head coach Dan Vanhooren. 

The Bears will face a serious chal: 
lenge this coming weekend as thej 
host the only two nationally-ranked 
teams in Canada West. Seventh-ranked 
Victoria visits on Friday night, whil 
eighth-ranked UBC is in on Sunda) 
afternoon. Both games will be played 
in the Main Gym. 


CAMP COUNSELORS - WORK IN THE US 


HAVE FUN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


WORK WITH KIDS 


Residential Summer Camps seek fun, energetic, motivated men and women to 


staff individual and team sports: 


Hundreds of positions. Located tn the Berkshire Mountains in Massachw 


2% hours from NY 


ston. Competitive salaries + room & board. Internships 


available. Co-ed staff. We arrange for visas. 


crexink Camp Greylock for Boys 800-842- 
W Camp Romaca for Girls 800-77 


Al 
14 www.campgreylock.com cal 
70 www.romaca.com | 
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The top-ranked and undefeated 
Pandas (12-0-0) may have had a bye, 
but they still managed to have a good 
weekend. Thanks to a 5-3 win by the 
sixth-ranked Regina Cougars (6-5-1) 
over the Manitoba Bisons (4-7-1) on 
Friday night, as well as a 4-1 win by 
the Saskatchewan Huskies (4-9-1) 
over the UBC Thunderbirds (5-7-2), 
the Pandas not only officially clinched 
4 spot in the Canada West playoffs, 
but clinched at least second place, 
and thus home ice advantage in the 
first round of the conference playoffs. 


Wrestling 


Depleted by injuries and illness, only 
four Golden Bears and no Pandas trav- 
tled to the University of Guelph over 
the Weekend for the Guelph Open, one 
df two tournaments in which wrestlers 
have a chance to compete for Canadian 
national team carding. Jarret Wall was 
4-2at 74kg in his first action back from 
ahand injury, while Jens Reuter was 3-2 
and Louis Bezuidenhout was 0-2 in the 
Same weight class. Ross Macdonald 
Was 1-2 at 84kg in his first action since 
faving his knee reconstructed last 
March. Alberta will try to field a larger 
feam this weekend when they host 
the Varsity Open and the Golden Bear 
invitational at the Butterdome. 


é JAMES LEUNG 
TAKE ME HIGHER Action from the Golden Bear Open. See story on page 12. 
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LIBRARY STAFF, HELP DESK, TUTORIAL SESSIONS 


_. And £0 much more, 


Drop by this week and enter our door prize draw! 
www.library.valberta.ca/kcommon 
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Elektra was dead b 


Elektra 

Directed by Rob Bowman 

Starring Jennifer Garner, Goran Visnijic, 
Kirsten Prout and Terence Stamp 
NowPlaying 


ELIZABETH VAIL 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


It doesn’t matter how hot she is; the produc- 
ers of Elektra should have more respect for 
the dead. By reanimating this dagger-twirling 
piece of cheesecake—who clearly had no more 
saucy dagger twirling left in her by the end of 
her appearance in Daredevil—they have done 
Elektra, and Jennifer Garner, a terrible disser- 
vice. After all, they didn’t even have the decency 
to reanimate her as something mildly entertain- 
ing—like a bustier-sporting flesh-eating zombie, 
for instance. 

In Daredevil, Elektra (Jennifer Garner) was 
the love-interest-turned-vengeful-killer who 
met an untimely end at the close of the film. In 
Elektra, for reasons that remain unexplained, she 
is resurrected by Stick (Terence Stamp), a blind 
man with supernatural fighting powers (appar- 
ently Daredevil isn’t the only one), and is briefly 
tutored in magic/martial arts before Stick ban- 
ishes her (apparently because he has nothing else 
to teach her). Now possessing a spiffy red outfit, 


pointy knife-thingies, the psychic ability to see a 
few seconds into the future and all the personal- 
ity and sex appeal of an Easter Island statue, she 
becomes a talented assassin. 

Well, at least until she refuses to take out her 
latest targets, Mark Miller (Goran Visnjic) and 
his brat of a daughter Abby (Kirsten Prout). But 


why does this all matter? Well, it turns out that 
for a considerable amount of human history, the 
forces of good (led by Stick) and the forces of evil 
(known as the Hand, a group that is apparently 
controlled by a boardroom full of Japanese busi- 
nessmen) have been engaged in a secret war. A 
powerful being known as the Treasure is said to 


efore she hit theatres 


be the one who can tip the balance between both 
sides, and the Treasure turns out to be bratty 
little Abby. Charging herself as the girl's protec. 
tor, Elektra spends the rest of the film facing off 
against the Hand’s paranormial soldiers. 

There are so many ways to tear this movie 
apart as the unoriginal, slipshod and nonsensical 
piece that it is. One could discuss the racist impli- 
cations of having the forces of evil represented 
almost entirely by Asians, for no other reason 
than perhaps to try and profit off of the popular. 
ity of Eastern cinema spawned by movies such 
as Kill Bill. One could condemn the indecisive. 
ness of the director, Rob Bowman, who seems 
torn between ruining his film by either splash- 
ing the movie with gratuitous “sexiness” (was 
the extended girl-on-girl kiss between Elektra 
and the villainess Typhoid amidst falling leaves 
integral to the plot in any way?) or moody but 
dismally poor lighting (shadows obscure many 
of the best action scenes). 

One could blame the writing, which resorts 
to the most common martial-arts flick dialogue 
(“You speak in riddles, old man!”), or the edit. 
ing, which makes strobe-lit mincemeat out of 
the fighting scenes. One could laugh at the man- 
nequin-on-Botox acting style of Garner and her 
cohorts. Put all of these factors together, and 
what results is a movie that was dead before it 
hit theatres. 


Good Company, great performances 


InGood Company 

Directed by Paul Weitz 

Starring Dennis Quaid, Topher Grace 
and Scarlett Johansson 

Now playing 


YING-YING LEE 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


If you've been anywhere near a TV lately, you 
know two things: a) Brad Pitt and Jennifer 
Aniston are kaput and b) In Good Company is a 
movie starring Topher Grace and Dennis Quaid. 
Despite what the tremendous promotional efforts 
may lead you believe, In Good Company offers 
more than just a mundane romantic comedy. 

In the film, rising star Topher Grace is an 
ambitious, bright and business-savvy young 
man named Carter Duryea. At the tender age of 
_ 26, he finds himself in a prominent position at a 
sports magazine. It’s also the same job that Dan 
Foreman (Dennis Quaid) held up until Carter’s 
appearance on the scene. The corporate shuffle 
creates a stir, as Dan is demoted and replaced by 
a man half his age. Problems are further com- 
plicated when Carter becomes secretly involved 
with Dan's daughter Alex (Scarlett Johansson). 

The blossoming romance between Carter and 
Alex is carefully balanced with the story of Carter 
and Dan’s struggles. Though their conflicted rela- 
tionship stems from their disagreements on the 
importance of traditional and contemporary 
approaches to business, it morphs into a symbi- 
otic relationship where each learns valuable les- 
sons from the other. It sounds terribly clichéd, 
but the performances of Grace and Quaid make 
for an interesting twist to the formula. 

Grace’s onscreen charm and charisma ‘shine 
through. He really carries the film, Many funny 


moments are due to Grace's ability to add a 
vulnerable appeal to his character, a seemingly 


confident businessman. His lanky stature and 


awkward mannerisms, familiar to fans of That 


_ '70s Show, make him seem but a mere boy in 


his freshly pressed designer suits. Grace’s per- 
formance also reveals a serious side that evokes 
empathy in viewers as his character searches for 
his place in the world. 

Meanwhile, Quaid convincingly portrays 
a middle-aged, overbearing—and somewhat 
over-tanned—husband and father. His deeply 
set morals and honest qualities make him all the 
more endearing to the audience as he finds him- 
self easily replaced and forgotten. His character 
is a reminder that what is newer is not always 
better. And against fine performances courtesy 
Quaid and Grace, Johansson manages to more 
than hold her own. As Alex, she is the common 
denominator that connects the parallel struggles 
of her new boyfriend and father. Alex is attempt- 
ing to grow up and find her own life while at the 
same time finding a way to preserve her relation- 
ship with her father. 

But these great performances owe much to 
well-written characters. Writer/director/pro- 
ducer Paul Weitz brought the acclaimed film 
About a Boy to the screen. And his newest film 
roughly fits into the same formula: like About 
a Boy, strong performances and multi-layered 
characters drive the film. Weitz’s ample use 
of close-ups and awkward silences add subtle 
humour to the existing comedic context and 
sometimes-serious backdrop. 

So the next time you see the commercial for 
In Good Company—because you definitely 
will—don’t be quick to judge. This movie has 
a lot more to offer than you think: a little some- 
thing called substance. 


Discovering the rock star within 


Winnipeg duo swaps country twang for most righteous chops 


Twilight Hotel 

with Corey Danyluk & Sarah Card 
and Nathan Rodgers 

Sidetrack Café 

Wednesday, 19January at 8pm 


DAVID BERRY 
Opinion Editor 


If you go to Twilight Hotel’s show expecting the 
same country atmospherics and laid-back roots 
music you heard on their first, self-titled album, 
you'll be disappointed. As Dave Quanbury, the 
male half of the Winnipeg-based duo, explains, 
his taste, and that of his partner Brandy Zdan, 
have changed a little since they last recorded an 
album. 

“I was in a rock band, as a guitar player, and 
the singer/songwriter thing was a reaction to 
that—I don’t want to be.a rock star, I want to 
be a singer/songwriter,” Quanbury says of his 
musical experiences before Twilight Hotel. “And 
now it’s almost like, ‘Okay, done that—I do really 
want to rock.’ I guess it’s just sort of in me to rock 
a bit. Plus, Brandy’s playing more electric guitar, 
and the more electric guitar you play, the louder 
you want to be.” 

Finding their inner rock star has led the duo 
back into the studio to record a second album, 
which Quanbury describes somewhat cryptically 
as “not the kind of wheel you fall asleep at.” And 
even if their last effort drew some comparisons 
to June and Johnny Cash, among other countri- 
fied legends, Quanbury says that they really just 
want to capture a bit more of themselves in the 


new disc. 

“The last album is dreamier than we ate, 
and we know that, and in a sense it’s like youre 
almost constantly apologizing for something,’ 
Quanbury explains. “Because if someone comes 
up and they’re like, “We love the show; can we 
buy the disc?’ you just feel like warning them, 
‘Don’t go home and hate this because it's mellow: 
We're trying to capture something that we cal 
send them home with.” : 

And though moving away from folk must 
seems a bit odd for a duo that met when both 
were performing at a folk festival in Ontario 
experimentation and trying new things has bee! 
a staple for them since the beginning. Quanbulj 
started singing with the help of Zdan, and he! 
“convinced” her to try new instruments, from 
the accordion to the mandolin. 

“Tt was sort of like, ‘We need accordion and 
youre going to learn how to play it,” sas 
Quanbury with a chuckle. “Well, I didn’t make 
her, because she didn’t have to, but I just kind 
of pushed for that. ... [And now] she just keeps 
learning instruments. She loves being able 
play lots of things.” 

And whether it’s because of Zdan’s accordio! 
skills or not, their tour so far has been success 
ful enough to have them sending back for ext! 


copies of their record. In fact, there’s really onl) 


one thing Quanbury is worried about for the 
future. 

“T just hope I don’t have to react to this cur 
rent [rock] thing later,” says Quanbury with# 
laugh. “Like, ‘Oh no, I rocked out too much; ! 
need another sensitive album.” 
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Even in 2005, lifes a dra 


When it comes to issues of gay cultures influence on society, Hosanna 
enlightens today’s audiences as much as it did 30 years ago 


Hosanna 
pirected by Bradley Moss 

saning Darrin Hagen and Jeff Page 
TheRoxy Theatre (10708 124 Street) 
Opens Tuesday, 18January 


1YS0N KABAN 


Arts & rtainmer nt Writer 


When Hosanna was first released in 
the 70s, it was lauded by audiences 
in Québec. The critically acclaimed 
play by Michel Tremblay served to 
i the growing homosexual 
population in Montréal's gay ghetto as 
well as the province's own struggle for 
identity. 

That said, it’s still hard to imagine 
that a play, which centres on a disen- 
franchised drag queen and her leather- 
cad biker boyfriend, was respected 
back then. And it’s even harder to 
imagine that the play could hold rel- 
evance in present-day Alberta, a prov- 
ince where the premier continues to 
repress the homosexual minority by 
fighting same-sex marriage. 

Even though the controversial issues 
brought up by homosexuality’s most 
famboyant ambassador, the drag 
queen, might not resonate - within 
Alberta's tiber-conservative social 
dimate, director Bradley Moss’ ver- 
sion of Hosanna aims -to entertain 
and enlighten those Albertans who 
continue to ignore gay culture and its 
expanding influence within society. 

“Tremblay was living in a danger- 
ous time when he wrote Hosanna. 
There was Québec’s Quiet Revolution 
and the FLQ crisis. But there was also 
the persecution of homosexual behay- 
iour,’ Moss says. “Tremblay was ahead 
ofhis time tackling issues of homosex- 
wwlity and highlighting the normalcy 
of gay relationships. But even 30 years 
liter, we haven't progressed very far. 
We think we have, but we haven't.” 

The play begins after Hosanna (aka 
Chude Lemieux) has been destroyed 
bya practical joke. As Hosanna begins 
toundress after a night’s performance, 
she slowly unravels her complicated 
identity and tries to reach some sort of 
conclusion about the fragile relation- 
ship she has with long-term boyfriend 
Cuirette. 


Moss believes that, at its heart, 


B ies 


Hosanna is a universal tale of two 
lovers and is applicable to anyone 
who's ever been in a relationship. 

“Hosanna’ss about two lovers and 
the vulnerability of their relationship,” 
Moss says. “Hosanna and Cuirette are 
at a place where they need to decide 
whether or not to break up and start 
a new relationship, or to continue to 
persevere with each other. That’s uni- 
versal.” 

As for who would play. Hosanna, 
Moss couldn't have chosen anyone 
but Darrin Hagen, Edmonton’s most 
prominent drag diva. 

“Darrin wasn’t an obvious choice, 
though. Most people think Hosanna is 
this fragile butterfly, and Darrin’s a big 
girl. But no one else could bring the 
real goods like he does. He’s lived this 


life. He’s also been able to tap into the 
pain and the rage of it all. This is also 
why I brought Jeff Page aboard to play 
Cuirette. They're both actors who are 
willing to be courageous, nasty and 


ugly.” 


But don’t mistake Hosanna as some | 
piece of gay propaganda. Although it | 


raises controversial issues such as drag, 
anonymous sex and homosexual part- 
nerships, Moss considers the influence 
of Tremblay’s piece boundless. 

“Even after same-sex marriage is 
the norm, and society accepts homo- 
sexual behaviour, I still think this play 
will have resonance,” he says. 

“What's so beautiful about Hosanna 
is that it’s so much bigger than just 
those issues and we all can learn 
something from it.” 


The town so nice they played it more than twice 


The Grassroot Deviation figures nothing's nicer than hometown niceness 


The Grassroot Deviation 
with Lovertine 

Sidetrack Café 

Saturday, 22 January at 8pm 


JAMES STORRIE 
ee Entertainment Wetter 
forfunk-rock four-piece The Grassroot 
Deviation, nothing’s better than a 
litle small-town hospitality. “Every 
place we go treats us really well, espe- 
Cially the small towns,” says drummer 
Vinay Jhass, referring to the group's 
Kcent trip to Canmore. The Grassroot 
Deviation has been busy with a slew of 
‘our dates in Edmonton, Calgary, and 
Smaller towns in the area, as of late. 
Niceness, however, isn’t just restricted 
(0 the small-town bars of Alberta. 
‘think in a city of Edmonton's size 
‘veryone has to be very nice,” says 
guitarist and vocalist Dan Smith, grin- 
lng. “This is a city where you run 
into people over and over. Promoters 
md managers here know they have to 
keep up their reputation just as much 


as bands do.” 

The Grassroot Deviation doesn’t 
take exception to the rule, and in their 
case they've been maintaining a good 
and solid reputation with crowd- 
pleasing improvisation. “Everything 
we play is very momentary, really,” 
Smith explains. “How we're feeling 
comes out in the live shows, so if we 
feel like drawing something out and 
really playing up a line or a solo just 
because, we will.” 


“J think in a city of 
Edmonton’s size 
everyone has to be very 
nice.” 


DAN SMITH, VOCALIST, 
THE GRASSROOT DEVIATION 


“You get great feedback in a town 
like this,” says Smith. “You can easily 
tell if a show is going well, if people 
are having fun along with you. You 


notice more people attending your 
shows as time goes by, and they're all 
there having a good time.” 

Whether by word of mouth or 
simply aggressive promoting, The 
Grassroot Deviation is gaining a name 
for itself as a fun-loving, free-styl- 
ing outfit in the vein of other local 
favourites such as The Uncas or ‘The 
Fabulous Beefeeders. 

Lately, the group has been work- 
ing on a new album with which they 
hope to capture some of the crowd- 
pleasing spirit of their live sets. “The 
album we have was meant as more of 
a demo for promoters and such. It's 
not very representative of our shows, 
to be honest. That’s why we're going 
to record our next album at a live 
show at the Sidetrack—we'e really a 
live-show band, and hopefully that'll 
come through,” says Jhass. 

“Eyerything at a show is so impro- 
vised and inspired by how people are 
reacting. That's what’s best about play- 
ing live, and that’s what we want to 
capture in our album,” agrees Smith. 
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We love stupid questio 


Last Day to Add or Drop Courses: 
January 21st, 2005 


Questions about registration, Bear Tracks, or 
dates and deadlines? We can help! 

Visit the Academic Guidance Centre for all 
of your academics-related questions! 

Hours of Operation: 


Monday to Friday 9:00am ~ 4:30pm 
Lister Office: Monday to Thursday 3:00pm - 7:00pm 


CS) 


centre for student 


you’ve got questions. we’ve got answers.» development 


0-26 SUB | 492.4086 
www.su.ualberta.ca/csd 


CSD@su.ualberta.ca 


The ESO teams up with internationally famous tango musician Daniel Bineljj 


for An Evening in South America 


An Evening InSouthAmerica 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Franz-Paul Decker 

with Daniel Binelli 

Winspear Centre 

Thursday, 20January 


SARAH CHAN 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Being a musician can mean a lot of 
things, from punk bands doing covers 
to that wicked guy who plays the erhu 
(Chinese violin) around town. For 
world-renowned bandoneon player 
Daniel Binelli, being a musician means 
performing and recording non-stop as 
a guest soloist with various orchestras, 
with his own quintet and with his 
dance company. 

Binelli is playing a string of three 
concerts in sunny Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, before he comes north to our 
much colder burg. 

Though he has played before_in 
Vancouver and has recorded with the 
Montréal Symphony Orchestra, it is 
a relatively rare treat for Canadians 
to play host to the Argentinian-born 
virtuoso. 

The material featured in the 
Albuquerque shows will be similar 
to the Edmonton lineup, with many 
pieces by Astor Piazzolla, the com- 
poser/performer famous for bring- 
ing the tango to a symphonic scale. 
It’s only fitting that the ESO will be 
performing with Binelli who, like 
Piazzolla before him, has devoted 
his life to the composition of tango 
music and its performance on the 
bandoneon. 

“It’s not going to be short,” Binelli 
says of the Edmonton concert. “There 
will be many pieces ... five tangos of 
Piazzolla.” 

Interesting how today everybody 
knows what tango is and what tango 
music sounds like, since it was con- 
sidered a national treasure not to be 
shared with foreigners in the early 
20th century. At first, Piazzolla often 


struggled. People did not react well 
to how he fused tango music with 
more sophisticated symphonic work. 
After attempting to go purely classical 
for some time, however, he did what 
felt most natural—writing tango 
pieces—and that music was celebrated 
throughout the rest of his career and 
continues to thrive. 

Binelli is considered Piazzolla’s suc- 
cessor, and rightly so, as he worked 
with Piazzolla in 1989 when he joined 
the New Tango Sextet. 

“TWe] toured Europe playing 
Piazzolla’s music which is in a con- 
temporary style,” he explains. “My 
compositions are also contemporary, 
but aesthetically different with some 
experience with jazz tones.” 

When he’s not busy composing and 
performing, Binelli can be found lis- 
tening to Bartok, Stravinsky, Chick 
Corea and Dizzy Gillespie, among 
others. 

Many people are unfamiliar with 


the bandoneon, which is a German 
instrument dating from around 1850, 
According to Binelli, “It was brought 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1900 
with the tango revolution.” Think of 
an accordion, but smaller and with 
more of an old-timey squeezebox 
feel. The sound is full, which makes 
it a good instrument for relaying both 
expression and phrasing, and _ this 
chance to hear it played should not be 
missed on account of its rarity. 

The music of Piazzolla was once 
considered revolutionary and avant- 
garde. And although many have seen 
the light and embraced the genius 
behind it all, it’s still sophisticated 
music that few get the opportunity to 
hear live. 

To Daniel Binelli, creating music is 
only part of his stead as a musician; 
sharing it with most of the world is the 
other. Those who are at the Winspear 
on Thursday will get to hear what all 
the fuss is about. 
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Know Your Deadlines. 


Last day to withdrawal 
from full year courses: 
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_ University-related issues. 


If you find yourself in trouble, come and see us! 


bine Sa s 


iti suinnbaiin 


HE GATEWAY « volume XCIV number 27 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 77 


af 


Q AND NOT U. 


POWER 


QandNot U 


power 
pischord Records 


ywwgandnotu.org 


JING-YING LEE 
ee erearoout Writers. 


Jakalope 

In Dreams 
Universal 
wwwiakalope.net 


ANDREW ROSS 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Tuc 

The Adventures of Tuc 
TucInc 
wwwtuc-inc.com 


ADAM GAUMONT 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Roses are Red 
Conversations 

Trustkill Records 
wwwrosesareredmusic.com 


DAVID BERRY 
Opinion Editor 


lve never had a firm grasp on what 
“nath rock” means. That is, until I 
heard the irregular beats, effervescent 
guitar, and synthesizer concoctions on 
Qand Not U’s Power. 

The band’s math-rock equation is 
simple: start with the occasional cow- 
bell and then add a wide vocal range 
to equal one surprisingly infectious 
pop sound. 

Numerous songs on this, their 
third full-length release—includ- 
ing “Wonderful People,” “Wet 
Work,” and “X-Polynation’”—are 
definitely dance-worthy. These tracks 
demand full-fledged, fist-pumping, 
head-bobbing, erratic movements. 

Granted, there are absurdly high- 
pitched vocals throughout the album, 
particularly in the psychedelic “Throw 
Back Your Head.” 

These falsetto voices are occasion- 
ally overused, but at times add to the 
uique and enticing sound of the 
band. 

For the most part, however, the 
moderately paced tracks fail to draw 
the same energetic appeal as the 
fast-paced, upbeat dance numbers. 
Regardless, Power has the power to 


move you. 


What is a Jakalope? While most may 
claim it’s some sort of antlered bunny 
monster, Jakalope is also a collaborative 
musical project between Vancouver 
super-producer Dave Ogilvie and the 
likes of Trent Reznor to Chris Murphy 
of Sloan. But whatever a Jakalope is, 
it sounds like plenty of things you've 
heard before. 

On Jakalope’s record, It Dreams, 
syrupy pop vocals, courtesy of Katie 
B, provide a unique contrast to heavy 
guitars and dark synthesizers. Tracks 
like “Feel It” embody the best of 
Jakalope’s irregular blend of industrial 
beats and melodic pop. Others, such 
as “Come On,” are noticeably deriva- 
tive of contributing artists’ previous 
work (the song sounds like early Nine 
Inch Nails). 

But the heaps of superstar talent in 
Jakalope can’t salvage the CD. At points 
It Dreams sounds just like another 
Evanescence. 

The record’s reliance on the novelty 
of sweet girly vocals against guitar 
distortion produces several mediocre 
tracks. 

For this reason, industrial purists 
will regard Jakalope as not much more 
than a clever marketing gimmick. 


January 21&22 


Brian Webb 


I’m Standing Here Before You 


Tania Alvarado 


Still 


John L Haar Theatre 
10045 156 St. 


Tickets available at 
Tix on the Square — 
(780)420 1757 


www.tixonthesquare.ca 


MacEwan 
College 


Tuc offers a curious and original blend 
of acoustic and electric sounds, pro- 
ducing a sound that’s difficult to pin 
down. Elements of metal, blues, alter- 
native rock, and even country can be 
heard, though none of these terms 
fully satisfy description. 

On songs such as “Ocean of 
Expression” and “Dreams,” the mys- 
tical sound of acoustic guitars, paired 
with hard-driving, groovy bass lines, 
combine for an eclectic sound that can 
best be described as the bastard child 
of The Tea Party and Incubus. 

On the other hand, tracks such as 
“Destiny Lives in the Dream” and “Be 
Yourself” exhibit strong blues influ- 
ences. 

Other musical influences can be 
found on this album as well: “The 
One” recalls classic rockers such as 
Crosby, Stills & Nash, while “The Last 
Song of the Unknown Cowboy’— 
likely the best track on the CD—bears 
a\strong resemblance to REM. 

Despite their unique and enigmatic 
sound, however, Tuc does not bring 
anything overly exciting to the musi- 
cal scene. The songs are short, the 
music is simplistic, and the lyrics are 
neither profound nor original. 


The back cover of Roses are Red’s latest 
release says it all: died jet-black hair, 
tattoos all down an arm, a guy wear- 
ing a tie with a shirt that isn’t collared 
and a “sensitive” guy looking pensive 
while his hair sensitively obscures his 


eyes—this is an emo/hardcore album, 
rife with every cliché possible. 

According to their website, Roses 
are Red really love “bands like Bon 
Jovi, Def Leppard, and Iron Maiden,” 
which, when combined with the back 
cover photo, should give you a general 
idea of the level of musical innovation 
on this album. There are quiet, sensi- 
tive parts, yelling parts, really simple 
riffs that one could probably describe 
as “pounding,” twentysomethings 
sounding like angsty teenagers; once 
again, pretty much every cliché you 
could ever think of. 

I imagine your enjoyment of this 
record will depend directly on how 
much you identify with the angsty 
teenager schtick. If you like it, I'm 
sure this will probably give you all the 
screaming and sensitivity you need. 
If you don’t like it, you'll wish this 
tired, almost-a-parody-of-itself genre 
will die the overdue death it so richly 
deserves. 


Dirty Vegas 

One 

Capitol Records 
wwwairtyvegas.com 


TYSON KABAN 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Dirty Vegas has cleaned up its act. The 
trio have organized their electronic 
and emotional debris to create a col- 
lection of vanilla love songs. 


In “Roses” they propose, “the only 
thing worth living for is love,” and in 
“Home Again” they serenade a pro- 
spective mate with similar clichés. 
Fortunately, their bland lyrics don't 
interfere with the album's dreamy 
mix of acoustic, electronic and indus- 
trial sounds. On the last track, “Save 
Me Now,” a background of piercing 
strings and acoustic guitar highlights 
the vocalist’s cries for salvation, bring- 
ing the record to its emotional peak. 

Although One would be perfect 
background music at a metro-chic 
martini bar, it’s not as flashy, or even 
as sexy, as its cover might suggest (a 
set of plump, pouty lips dressed up 
with rhinestones and Playboy bunny 
stamps). Instead, One is a neutral 
record that fuses emo, techno and 
adult contemporary but is unable to 
make a distinctive impression of its 
own. 


Immediate Gratification 
Fridays 


FiiZes awarded every riday Night 


D 


Kokanee and Kokanee Gold Jugs $9.75 


Hiwee 


A Service For Students, Staff, 


Alumni And Guests 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place aclassified ad, please go 
to www.campusclassifieds.ca — 


FOR RENT 
Stop. paying rent. Become @ Owner. 
FREE list of homes available with no money 
down, under $9o00/month. FREE recorded 
message 1-866-815-9646. ID#9051. Donna 
Strauss, Sutton Challenge. 


Want 2 clean roommates for a large condo. 
Great location next to Riverbend Square and 
bus route. NS, no pets, 15 min from U of A. 
Include W/D/DW, rent $300/room plus share 
of utility. Call | 430-6173. 


RoomatewantedtosharehouseclosetoUofA. 
Female preferred. $450+1/2 Utils. 481-8731 or 
868-4320. 


Want out of res? 1 bdrm bsmt ste avail 
1 Feb. Walk to mall, 1 bus to campus. $550/1 
person; $600/2 incl util/laundry. 463-5459 


Brand new beautiful two-bedroom two- 
bathroom condo. In the Bonavista. Close to 
Belvedere station. $250 per month (shared). 
Includes all utilities and condo fees. (403) 443- 
2803. rmcneely@telus.net. 


PARKING SPOT outdoor no plug, 10 min n walk 


to U of A. $30/month. Phone 438-4134 for 
more info. 


One bedroom condo: 9918 joist 18th 
floor river valley view. $875/month utilities 
included. Heated underground parking. Av 
Imm at 987-8753. _ wee ne 
FOR SALE 
New 3rd flr condo 1 blk from Belvedere LRT. 2- 
bdrm/2-bths. AC. 2 Prking stalls. 1 undrgrn/1 
surface. Exercise rm. $141 500. (780) 476- 
8987 Agent chosen. 
1995 VW Golf, auto, 2dr, sunroof, new tires, 
highway driven, excellent cond; asking $6500 
obo. Call | 406-7165, Or 951-2979. 


WANTED 


IBM ThinkPad Laptop iSeries model 1412 
(780)939-3353._ 


SERVICES 
EDITING SERVICES From a cli 
so much for your outstanding work on my 
paper. Your changes blew my mind! |LOVE ALL 
OF THEM! You helped me so much, not only 
writing beautifully but foremost, to believe in 
myself” 403-244-1943 www.ptoediting.com. 


PC phone, call worldwide 100% secure for 
$s/mth. Save and earn while calling unlimited 
worldwide 24/7! Ref code: student carl (780) 
476-4798. 


Ski and snowboard reading week tour to 
Fernie. Ski/ride Fernie and Castle mtn. 21-24 
Feb packages starting at $289. Call today 489- 
7669! 

Need help? Try our writing, | editing and 
research services. 30 years experience. 100% 
guaranteed original. Confidential’ and fast. 
www.customessay.com 1-888-345-8295. _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Want to study MEDICINE in Europe? 
www.medical-school.ca canadmin@medical- 
school.ca. 


Auditions for spring peace event. Womyn 
In Spirituality-Edmonton (WISE) holding 
auditions for womyn performers who 
celebrate the feminine devine. All faiths 
welcome. Call Ivy at 964-9933 or www. 
blessingmoons.com. 


Introductory sign language course offered-12 
evenings—runs Thursdays 6:30pm—9:30pm, 
20 Jan to 7 Apr. For information call 492- 3381, 
Specialized Suppor i 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Hughes Petroleum—Weekend — Cashiers 
Required. $8—9/hr. Various positions available 
throughout the city e-mail resumé to 
office@hughespetroleum.com. 


Got an hour? Be an in-school mentor! You 


Tit PES 


can be matched with an elementary student 
in your choice of one of 50 Catholic and 
public schools in Edmonton, Parkland and 
Strathcona. Together you can read, keep a 
journal, play computer games or just hang- 
out. You'll have a great time ... and it looks 
GREAT on-your resume! Call Big Brothers Big 
Sisters today at 424-8181 or check us out on- 
line at ww’ bsedmonton.org. 


EDUCATION | STUDENTS 
Need extra cash? Private learning school in 
southside Edmonton seeking qualified (min. 
GPA 3.0) Ed students to teach Bio/Chem/ 
Math/Phys weekday evenings. Competitive 
salary. E-mail resumés with cover letter to 
jungsuk@telus.net. 


Non-profit out- of-school care seeks creative 
persons to work with school-aged children. 
$8-Siolhr. Call Kerri-Lynn at 484-7622, fax 
486-1791 or e-mail easca@telusplanet.net. 
Come join the FUN! 

1olhr Mon-Fri. Flex hrs. Shipping/Receiving 
for industrial distribution co. Call for interview 
432-6717 www.astenal.com. 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


The heart of the city, piano program is looking 
for volunteers to teach at inner-city schools. 
Info session 20 Jan in MSB 227 at 5pm or e- 
mail annika@ualberta.ca. 


er my gs 


ay, 18 january, 2005 


PERSONAL 


it’s Party Time! Dial: 44-PARTY Ads *okes 
Stories and MORE! Ladies-R-Free! try It NOw! 
18+. 


LINES OF DAN’: Ss DRIVEL 


This week is the Canadian University Press 
national conference. 


the conference wz was in 1 St John’s 4 


The year | before Montréal, 


I'm sort of bummed that this year 
conference is in Edmonton. 


At the same time, having clean clothes anda 
personal place to crash is pretty nice, 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
CANADA 


seeks 1st, 2nd or 3rd year student 
to fill year round part-time position 
as Edmonton Marketing 
Representative. 


For more information please call 


604-664-8979 


or email rebeccac-c@telus.net 


EANNE FONG 


PANDAS HOCKEY 


MANITOBA 
Friday & Saturday 

7:00 p.m. 
Clare Drake Arena 


BASKETBALL 


VICTORIA 
Friday * Pandas 6:30, Bears 8:15 


UBC Thunderbirds 
» Sun., Pandas Noon, Beats @ e00 
Main Gym 


15) 


For event info: www.bears.ualberta.ca +492 BEAR 
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HALEY’S COMIX by Mike Robertson 


a ey Snuagle muffin! 120d Soy "I Want to | 
NAL TY 5 babe sie i Esta Pirate Shipi” 
al 


| [Moments LATER... 
RoBoT-God, WHY 18 1T 
THAT NO OnE LIKES KMICKEN-GOD, 
ME? : WHY 1S THAT 


RoBoT Such 
AN ASSHOLES, 


ANNA by Megan Simko 


I'M NOT FEELING So WHAT KIND OF BOY FALLS OH! 1SEE HE'S 
GOOD... I'M GOING ASLEEP WHEN THERE’S... NOT COMPLETELY | 
TO LIE DOWN... 
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RESERVOIR KOOPAS by Mike Kendrick 


Yee eh 


|. RESERVOIR, 


”* NOOPAS 7 
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FRANK BARON, NSO by Jeff Martin 


NSo Heorqwstets , Undisdiesea | ATG 
locosian “us KilernetTes North weve ast vccsis we t 
oF New YekcHy- en our Ronas, Folks. AWA 


Diwntoy From sche orrKe 
Arinkins, Tecra Ona 
tre. Fridtce is Engh\- 


Rss Se = Crank Ts one beet 


| ne tif i a “ \ 
OAD, 
Aliso, extremists 


AnNexed 
se Wie shoul 


Poe 0, O89 0 P08 82 fo © ||] IN THE PREVIOUS SANTA CLAUS | BAIA mN eee 
6 ° O08 2.8 Bon 8 Sg ADVENTURE THAT NOBODY READ AS BEEN RESTORED 

960 a ae | © o ¢ ©] [OR REMEMBERS, SANTA WAS FOUND TO LIFE... 
Bo o* ° 09 | JDEAD AT A NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY. 

Wee © © © 6” | [CHRISTOPHER CRINGLE NOW RESTS 

~ o © 2 e]] IN PEACE AT THE NORTH POLE... 

e ihe 4. OR DOES HEP! 
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DEVOTED HUSBAND 
DRUNKEN BASTARD 


2804.D.-20044.D, 


RESURRECTION 


____TRURSTCOMICS@HOTMAIL.COM 
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The suppression of dissent and the stifling of democracy. 
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